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Welcome to the 2009—2010 edition of the
Wet Tropics World Heritage Area Magazine.
This issue is a celebration of the community
and their enthusiasm and dedication to
conservation in the Wet Tropics, the oldest
continuously surviving tropical rainforests
on earth.

Everyone has a vital role to play, from
scientists to volunteers, all contributing to
help protect this amazing place which we are
lucky enough to call home. Join the ‘Tropical
Fever’ celebrating the many locals who are
just crazy about the Wet Tropics!

A WTMA staff celebrating Earth Day 2009, potting
up seedlings for a rainforest revegetation project at
Rose Gums on the Atherton Tablelands.

CARING
WET TROPICS FOR
MANAGEMENT OUR
AUTHORITY COUNTRY

Management of the World Heritage Area is the
responsibility of the Wet Tropics Management Authority,
funded by the Australian and Queensland Governments.

Opinions expressed in the magazine are not necessarily
those of the Authority and, while every effort has been
made to check the accuracy of articles, the Authority can
not accept responsibility for any errors and omissions.

Any comments are welcome. Please send them to:

The Editor, Julia Cooper
Wet Tropics World Heritage Area Magazine
PO Box 2050 Cairns Qld Australia 4870

Ph: 07 4052 0531 Fax: 07 4031 1364
Email info@wettropics.gov.au
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Daryl Dickson is a passionate wildlife advocate and
artist. Together with her husband, Geoff Moffatt, she
arrived in north Queensland fifteen years ago, leaving
behind their hectic lives in the city.

"As an artist, | was stunned by the light, moist air and
vibrant colours. We had only caught a glimpse of what
this place would gift to our lives, and lingered just long
enough in the forest for the magic to touch our hearts.
It was the beginning of a journey from which there is
no return and none is sought,’says Daryl.

Daryl produces original artworks and a range of
wildlife cards and prints. Recently she completed
illustrations for a children’s book, Glissandra the Glider.
Daryl's artwork shares the beauty and uniqueness

of our precious Australian flora and fauna. Daryl

and Geoff live in the Kennedy Valley and together
they share their passion for native wildlife and the
magnificent environment in which they live. Much of
Daryl's time is spent caring for injured and orphaned
native animals and it is these wonderful creatures
upon which her art is based. “For me, art and wildlife
have a symbiotic relationship; to be able to paint

our beautiful native species in detail requires an
understanding of the way they live, the way they
move and what they need from their environment.
Unfortunately, many species struggle to survive due
to loss of habitat, predation by our domestic pets,
traffic and development. So | have joined many
others as one of the voices speaking on behalf of our
wild creatures,”says Daryl.

Over the years one of Australia’s least known and
most endangered species, the mahogany glider, has
captured the attention of Daryl and Geoff and won
their hearts. They are now dedicated to protecting
the glider’s natural habitat and increasing awareness
of its plight.

"We have been working on mahogany glider
rehabilitation and community education for ten
years now. Many gliders are injured by barbed
wire fences. Barbed wire injury is a major killer of
Australian wildlife and we are helping to assess
the impacts of these deaths and to seek
alternative fencing methods and to raise
community awareness of the dangers,’
says Daryl.

Australia has six species of glider,
ranging from the tiny mouse-sized
feathertail glider to the large leaf-
eating greater glider. The mahogany
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Daryl receiving her 2008 Cassowary Award with Jim
Turnour MR, Ken Chapman and Steve Wettenhall MP

glider weighs about 400 grams and sleeps in a nest,
called a den, alone or with its breeding partner and
young. The mahogany glider was first documented
by Charles de Vis in 1883 but the records were lost
for 100 years. In 1988 the Queensland Museum

was in the process of relocating when they made a
discovery. Dr Steve van Dyck, curator of invertebrates,
found a specimen that had been safely tucked
away. Recognizing the significance of this specimen
he launched an immediate research trip to find a
mahogany glider in the wild. In 1989 he succeeded.
Just north of Cardwell he and his team located and
held the first living mahogany glider to be seen in
over 100 years.

By the time the mahogany glider was rediscovered
around 80% of its habitat, coastal tropical woodland,
had been destroyed. Today less than 1500 animals
survive in the wild in a narrow strip of open eucalypt
and melaleuca forests, about 120 kilometres long and
12 kilometres wide. This remaining habitat comprises
fragmented and isolated patches of land.

To save this fragile species we
need to protect its home which is
still shrinking.

The Queensland Museum’s research also revealed the
mahogany glider's dependence on a broad range

of woodland foods such as nectar from flowers,

plant exudates (saps), insects, lichen and wattle arils
(structures which hold the seeds in the pod). More
importantly, the research highlighted its endangered
status.“They need our help. There are less mahogany
gliders in the world than there are giant pandas or
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Bengal tigers and | fear they may slip into extinction
with few being aware of their fate”says Daryl.

Daryl's work shares the beauty and uniqueness of
our precious Australian flora and fauna with others.
Her hope is that it will inspire us all to care for it
and conserve it for generations to come."We live
surrounded by wonderful and rare creatures in one
of the most vibrant and diverse habitats on earth,
Australia’s Wet Tropics. It is place of staggering beauty, a4 " -
breathtaking landscapes, ancient forests and precious ‘*?“#‘“Q"
wildlife. For us it really is a spiritual place of solace B
and renewal. Our work with these precious species

informs my art and gives it a purpose that | had not

imagined before | left the city,"says Daryl.

They need our help. There are less
mahogany gliders in the world than there
are giant pandas or Bengal tigers

Little red flying foxes

Moonlight mahogany glider

An eye for detail

Robert Marshall has a passion
for painting native wildlife. He
decided to settle in Cairns with
his wife Mellissa because of

his love for the diversity of the
rainforest and wildlife in the Wet
Tropics. Featured here are two of
his paintings: a male cassowary
with chicks; and Robert’s latest
stunning painting of a rainforest
creek teeming with wildlife.
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