


Pam Tully is a dedicated and passionate wildlife carer
who runs BatReach, a local wildlife rescue centre. A
qualified nurse from Bendigo in Victoria, Pam’s life
changed in 1990 when a local vet in Cairns gave

her an orphan flying fox to hand rear. It started with
one little bat that won her heart, now Pam cares for
hundreds of flying foxes, microbats, possums, gliders,
bandicoots, and musky-rat kangaroos.

The plight of flying foxes captured Pam’s attention

as bats are often unfairly associated with myths and
superstitions. Spectacled flying foxes have undergone
a decline in populations over recent years, mainly due
to habitat loss. The paralysis tick, which is common in
grassland around cattle, kills the adults so hundreds
of orphans come into care each year. Living in closer
proximity to humans has also bought new dangers
such as electrocution on power lines, entanglement
on barbed wire fences and being hit by cars.

For many years Pam ran a wildlife rescue hospital on
the Atherton Tableland and searched the local flying
fox camps for orphans. Now BatReach is based in
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Kuranda and the visitor centre is open to the public
to increase awareness and educate visitors and locals
about our native wildlife. BatReach is a registered
charity which cares for and rehabilitates injured and
orphaned native wildlife. Pam often has to get up
every three hours throughout the night to feed a tiny
orphan that has just arrived!

Flying foxes

Spectacled flying foxes are a vulnerable species
endemic to far north Queensland. They are a keystone
species because they pollinate flowers and disperse
native seeds flying over 50 kilometres a night when
feeding, a vital service for the rainforest. Flying foxes
are a type of megabat and are all vegetarians. They
have excellent eyesight, similar to humans, which they
use for navigation and finding food. At night they fly
over the canopy foraging for nectar, pollen and native
fruits like figs. Unlike microbats which are small and eat
insects, flying foxes take short bat naps throughout the
day and night whenever they feel like it.

Look for a camp

During the day flying foxes roost in a group, hanging
upside down by their feet in the tops of trees. This

is called a camp. They are social animals and you

will hear them chattering away to each other. If you
find a camp, approach slowly and quietly so they
don't become frightened. Sit down and watch them
for a while. It can be amusing watching youngsters
exploring and learning to fly. The camps usually
move around the Wet Tropics during the year to
follow different flowering and fruiting seasons in the
rainforest.

Pam with her spectacled flying fox
colony at BatReach
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How can you help?

Visit BatReach and ask Pam what amazing
orphans she has in care. You can meet the
spectacled flying foxes in rehabilitation, learn
all about them and even become a fan on
Facebook. BatReach is located on the Jungle
Walk in Kuranda and is open Tuesday to Friday
and Sundays. Please phone first to confirm
opening times: (07) 4093 8858.

Financial donations contribute towards
funding the medications, food and enclosures
for the animals in care.

Become a volunteer at BatReach (minimum
three weeks) and get hands-on experience
with native wildlife. To find out more visit:
www.greenvolunteers.com/aus

or contact BatReach directly on (07) 4093 8858.
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Australia has an amazing variety of wildlife, some of
the most unique are macropods. There is lots to learn
about one of Australia’s most iconic group of animals.

Around 45 million years ago the Australian

landmass broke away from Gondwana. AlImost
completely covered in rainforest, Australia then
drifted northwards towards the equator in complete
isolation for 30 million years before colliding with the
Asian continental plate. It was during this isolation
that marsupials evolved and spread across the
continent. As Australia drifted north the landmass
dried out and eucalypts evolved. It is believed that
our modern kangaroos and wallabies once had a
common possum like ancestor that lived in the trees.
As the climate changed they evolved to life on the
ground and today there are over 62 different types in
the macropod super family. The musky rat kangaroo
(the worlds smallest kangaroo) still has some of these
primitive possum like features such as the thumb on
its hind feet.

The super family macropodoidea includes kangaroos,
wallabies, bettongs, potoroos and the musky rat-
kangaroo. The word macropod means ‘big foot’

Baby marsupials

When a joey is in the pouch the female changes
the composition of her milk as it grows to meet
its changing dietary requirements. The most
amazing thing is that some female macropods
can feed two joeys of different ages at the same
time, producing two different types of milk from
separate teats.

Two species endemic to the Wet Tropics are the musky
rat-kangaroo (above) and Lumholtz’s tree-kangaroo
(top right)
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and, like the name
suggests, they
have powerful
back legs and

large feet. They also
hop with their back legs together in unison.
The only exceptions are tree-kangaroos
which evolved back to life in the trees similar
to their possum-like ancestors. These unique
kangaroos have several adaptations for

tree climbing. They can turn their back feet
inwards to grip onto a branch or trunk and
they can walk one foot at a time, like humans,
to balance along small branches.

What is a marsupial?

Marsupials (including all macropods) are a

unique group of mammals found in Australia 8 N

and South America. The one thing that

all marsupials have in common is giving o
birth at an undeveloped stage after a short ; l".._

gestation or pregnancy. Not all marsupials
have a fully developed pouch, some develop
afold of skin when they give birth. When
born the joey looks like a tiny pink jellybean
with its eyes closed and no fur. It crawls up into its
mother’s pouch which is like a second pregnancy.
It remains there and suckles its mother’s milk until
it is fully furred and ready to start emerging from
the pouch.

Macropods

Ifyou see a kangaroo or wallaby in the wild,

pay attention to where you saw it. Look at any
colour markings, patterns, and size and watch its
behaviour. Macropods in the Wet Tropics include:
agile wallaby, red-legged pademelon, swamp
wallaby, musky rat-kangaroo, Lumholtz's and
Bennett's tree-kangaroos, Mareeba rock-wallaby
and northern and rufous bettongs.

Kangaroo or wallaby?

A common myth is that kangaroos are large and
wallabies are small. However this is not always the
case. The real differences are small things like the
length of the toes and the dentition (teeth).
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If you find injured or orphaned native wildlife in north
Queensland, phone FNQ Wildlife Rescue and you will be
put in touch with an experienced and licensed wildlife carer to help
and advise you. Please remember, you must hold a rehabilitation
permit to care for the animal yourself. Native animals have highly

specialised needs and can become easily stressed with human
contact.

1. Remember to consider your safety as well as the animal’s by
assessing the situation. An injured or orphaned animal will be
highly stressed, especially if it's in pain and may kick or bite to
defend itself.

2.Try to make the area safe and quiet for the animal without
disturbing it too much, i.e. removing children or cats and dogs.

3. Many wildlife carers keep a towel or pillow case in their car to
place over a small injured animal. This can reduce stress, protect it
from direct sunlight and keep it warm.

4. Call FNQ Wildlife Rescue and inform them of your precise location
and a description of the animal and its injuries. Depending on the
species and situation, the wildlife carer will either come out to pick
up the animal or will provide you with advice on how to handle
and transport the animal safely so that you can take it directly to a
vet or licensed carer.

5. Do not offer injured or orphaned native wildlife any food or drink
unless directed to do so by a licensed wildlife carer.

Contact FNQ Wildlife Rescue

FNQ Wildlife Rescue

24 hour emergency hotline: (07) 4053 4467
Daintree Wildlife Rescue: (07) 4098 9079
Mission Beach Wildcare: (07) 4068 7272

You can help by volunteering at the FNQ Wildlife Rescue
centre: www.fnqwildliferescue.org.au

What to do if you find a stranded marine animal

If you find a sick or dead turtle, dugong, dolphin or whale,
please phone the DERM stranding hotline 1300 130 372
with details of location, what animal it is (if known), and
whether it is dead or alive.
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