A CHRONOLOGY OF THE PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT OF TH E WET TROPICS
OF QUEENSLAND WORLD HERITAGE AREA (WTQWHA)
January 2007

WET TROPICS OF QUEENSLAND: WORLD HERITAGE LISTING

The significant events surrounding the listinglef WTQWHA are summarised below. A detailed list
of events can be found at Appendix A.

The Wet Tropics occupied a central position inaval environmental politics throughout the 1980s.
The events surrounding the World Heritage listifithe Wet Tropics were beset by controversy,
characterised by protest campaigns for and agaimgbrest logging, including a political battle
between the Queensland and Australian governméngse was conflict between the then Queensland
Government (led by the Bjelke-Petersen Nationatypawhich supported logging of the rainforests,
and the Commonwealth Government (led by the Hava&sok. Party) which proposed to nominate the
Wet Tropics for the World Heritage List. Rainfor@gioriginal people also held concerns over the
listing.

New scientific research and literature, and eveuth as the”® World Wilderness Congress held in
Cairns in 1980, drew national and internationaraton to the significance of the rainforests ia th
region and the threats to them. In the early 1$8@sg pressure was being mounted by conservation
lobby groups to protect the rainforests from loggperations. The primary focus of early campaigns
was on the greater Daintree region, including Chjifeulation, Roaring Meg/Alexandra Creek
catchments, Daintree River catchment, Mount Windsdrleland, Mount Spurgeon, Mossman Gorge,
Mount Lewis, and the Cedar Bay and Walker Bay areas

In 1982 the Wet Tropics was included on The Wortth§ervation Union’s (IUCN) list of places
deserving World Heritage protection. This providled impetus for World Heritage listing of the Wet
Tropics.

A significant event in the campaign for rainforpsbtection came in November 1983 when Mr George
Quaid, supported by the Queensland Governmeninptésl to create a new road through the lower
Daintree rainforests (the Cape Tribulation — Bloehdf Road). This resulted in a blockade by
protestors, many of whom were willing to risk thigies for rainforest protection. The blockade,
although unsuccessful in stopping the developmetiteoroad, continued through until August 1984
and drew significant national and internationatiation to the area.

In 1984 the Federal Government was not prepareditanate the rainforests of the Wet Tropics for
the World Heritage listing of natural propertiegiie absence of sufficient evidence that the aesa w

of genuine World Heritage significance. In resporise Australian Heritage Commission engaged the
Rainforest Conservation Society of Queensland &uate and report on the international conservation
significance of the area between Townsville andkBmen. The Commission subsequently
recommended to the Australian Government thatrtidal rainforests of North-East Queensland be
nominated for the World Heritage list. The regsigted that ‘from the information compiled in this
study, we conclude that the Wet Tropics region ofth-East Queensland is one of the most significant
regional ecosystems in the world. It is of outstagdcientific importance and natural beauty and
adequately fulfils all four of the criteria definbg the World Heritage Convention for inclusiortlire
World Heritage List’ (Rainforest Conservation Sagief Queensland, 1984). With regard to
Rainforest Aboriginal people’s interests in theaathe report states that ‘the oral pre-historshaf
surviving Aboriginal rainforest culture is the ofdénown for any non-literate indigenous people.
Archaeological studies in Jiyer Cave in the renidssell River valley have yielded valuable
information to date, and are believed to hold rdspas yet unexcavated, dating back more than @0,00
years’.



Despite the scientific evidence contained in thmore the Federal Government was still not prepared
to nominate the area for World Heritage listinghwitit the support of the Queensland Government,
which strongly opposed the listing. Doyle (2000ygests the Labor Government was fearful of a
political backlash during the upcoming 1984 FedEtattion. “After losing all support in Tasmania
after its anti-Dam stance since 1983, the Hawkedifinwas anxious that a similar scenario might
occur in a number of North Queensland marginalsséBioyle, 2000). Doyle also states that ‘a second
reason for refusing to attempt to list the aredauit the support of the Queensland Government
consent relates to...the make-up of the High CouriGiven the composition of the High Court at the
time, the Federal Government did not feel confid#ra High Court decision in its favour.

During 1985 the Federal Government developed th®h& Rainforest Conservation Program for the
long-term protection of North-Queensland rainfose$he program ear-marked $22.24 million of
Commonwealth funds for a review of the rainfor@sbier industry, acquisition of rainforest on prizat
lands, preservation of virgin rainforest, and elaiment of a national rainforest research initthe
Queensland Government rejected the program ande@fio participate.

It was not until the 1987 Federal Election thatfeeleral Government announced its commitment to
the World Heritage listing of the rainforests ofiieEast Queensland. In the meantime, conservation
groups had continued to push the Queensland Gowstriim support the nomination of the area, and
continued to strengthen its campaign. By 1987, ‘e. ghvironment movement became totally
immersed in the Federal Election’ (Doyle, 2000).iMtithe State and Commonwealth governments
were still at odds over rainforest logging, the @aomwealth Government went to the polls with a
policy to nominate the wet tropical rainforestsad&/orld Heritage Site.

The Hawke Labor Government won the 1987 Federdaitiele and announced on World Environment
Day, 5 June 1987, its intentions to proceed withrld/bleritage nomination.

In August 1987 the Queensland Government estalbligfeeNorthern Rainforests Management
Agency (NORMA) to “...enhance the co-ordination ofmagement strategies for the northern
rainforests area and to assist in protecting tetsiof individuals adversely affected by the naation
proposal” (Queensland Government, 1987). One optimeary functions of NORMA was to
investigate an option that would allow selectivgdimg of the area for sustained yield.

NORMA openly objected to the intent of the Fed&alernment to proceed with World Heritage
nomination. This was represented in the statemfesibjection by the Queensland Government
concerning the World Heritage listing proposal (€usland Government, 1987). The following
elements were highlighted in the Statement as #@ie grounds for objection:

Inadequate consultation

Inadequate scientific and technical data to supgpernomination
Inadequate regard to State rainforest manage memtgaments
Social and economic dislocation

Abuse of constitutional powers.

In its objection the Queensland Government claithatithe imposition of Commonwealth control
over the Area was an abuse of the Commonwealthistitational powers. “The Commonwealth has
no explicit legislative powers over conservatiod éme environment but is relying on other powers to
enter into an area of State responsibility” (QLDv&mment, 1987). To this effect the Queensland
Government began proceedings in the High Courtusftralia in December 1987.

Despite objections from the Queensland GovernntenEederal Government announced on 11
December 1987 that it would proceed with the notioma On 23 December 1987 the nomination for
the World Heritage listing of the Wet Tropical Riairests of North-East Queensland, prepared by the
Department of the Arts, Sport, the Environment, fisia and Territories (DASETT, 1987), was
presented by the Commonwealth Government to theduof the World Heritage Committee based
on the proposal prepared by the Rainforest Consenv8ociety.



In January 1988 the Commonwealth Government dedltitccommercial logging was incompatible
with the protection of the World Heritage valuestod proposed area submitted for listing. A
regulation was enacted under iVerld Heritage Properties Conservation Act 1983an all
commercial logging in the proposed Wet TropicalfRaiests of North-East Queensland World
Heritage Area. In April 1988, the Commonwealth agaiacted th&Vorld Heritage Properties
Conservation Act 198 regulate against activities associated witmapethe Southedge Road in the
area covered by the nomination.

In January 1988 the Commonwealth Environment Mémjstraham Richardson, assured Rainforest
Aboriginal people that, as far as the Federal Gowent was concerned, activities such as hunting and
gathering would not be stopped in the Wet Tropgca aesult of World Heritage listing, providing

world heritage values were not unduly compromised.

All shire councils in the area also opposed thel@vderitage listing and in April 1988 made a
submission against the listing to the World Herdt&pmmittee.

In April 1988 the Commonwealth Government annourtbeds75.3 million Wet Tropics of
Queensland Structural Adjustment Package (SAFpfocreation, labour adjustment and assistance
and business compensation to offset the impadtseafessation of logging in the area. The Package
contained the following elements:

Compensation of business directly related to ambdeant on the logging industry
Payment of a dislocation allowance to retrenchestbéir workers

Payment of early retirement assistance to eligisieenched workers

Employment and training assistance

Local council projects to develop infrastructurdhe area

Tree planting projects

Grants and subsidies to businesses to employ oétedrtimber workers
Community initiatives.

On April 26 1988, 1250000ha of the Wet Tropicaldsts of North Queensland was listed on the
Register of National Estate under thestralian Heritage Commission Act 1975his area included
the proposed Wet Tropical Rainforests of North-Easttralia World Heritage Area.

Following the nomination the Queensland Governngentinued to attempt to block the listing and in
June 1988 sent an anti-delegation team to PariBeasillia to argue its case against the Federal
nomination of the listing to the World Heritage Bau. The anti-delegation team consisted of Geoffrey
Muntz (the then Queensland Minister for Environmeiwto Aboriginal representatives (including Eric
Deeral who later became a Wet Tropics Board mernber 1998-2002), and sixteen other delegates.

In June 1988 the Chairman of Yarrabah Aboriginal@il, Peter Noble, wrote to the Commonwealth
Minister, opposing the listing of Aboriginal land the World Heritage nomination. “This potential
interference with our rights to self management sgifldetermination could not receive our agreement
if there were no tangible benefits to be receivethie community. If there be no tangible benefitd a
such interference with our land rights, we woul@éao option but to continue strenuous opposition t
our lands being included in the listing...” (in Brerm 1992).

At its meeting in Paris in June 1988 the World ke Bureau recommended the nominated Wet
Tropical Rainforests of North-East Australia arearscribed as a World Heritage area but requested
the Commonwealth to provide clarification and fertinformation on several points, particularly in
relation to future management arrangements invgltte State and Federal governments, and a
revision of the proposed boundaries to excludesandach did not contribute significant values. The
Bureau, in considering the World Heritage nominmatialso reacted to the apparent Aboriginal
opposition to World Heritage listing and were naphy at the idea of including Aboriginal ldnd
unless the owners were involved in and fully enddrihe terms of the World Heritage Convention in
their area.

! In this chronology of events, the term Aborigitaids refers to Deed of Grant in Trust (DOGIT)
lands within the boundaries of the nominated WHwnarily those areas of the Yarrabah Council and
the Wujal Wujal Community Council.



The Commonwealth Government developed a speci@weeam which prepared a report to the
World Heritage Committee Secretariat (SeptembeBla8dressing the recommendations of the
Bureau. The report primarily addressed boundargeors, but also clarified a number of other issues
as requested by the Bureau. Additionally, the repaggested a more appropriate name for the
nominated area should be ttWwet Tropics ofQueensland’to better reflect the mosaic of habitats
which make up the property. In dealing with quastiabout Aboriginal opposition to inclusion of thei
land, the report stated that for Aboriginal comntigsiwhich have DOGIT land within the nominated
area, the Government has no intention of restgdtiaditional non-commercial activities, and thz t
proposed management arrangements are designesiui@ ¢hat Aboriginal communities play an
important role in the future management of the mat@d area (IUCN, 1988).

The Commonwealth resubmitted the World Heritage ination to the World Heritage Committee in
October 1988.

In November 1988 the Chairperson of the Yarrababrijinal Council again wrote to the
Commonwealth Environment Minister in response eo@mmonwealth’s position on the inclusion of
Aboriginal land in the nomination. “Basically yoave offered us nothing but the assurance we will
still be able to use our land as we do preseritbl] goes well...If listed, it will be without our

consent” (in Brennan, 1992).

At the 12" Session of the World Heritage Committee meetinBrimsilia, Brazil from 5-9 December
1988, the World Heritage Committee formally accdptee Commonwealth nomination and the Area
was officially inscribed on the World Heritage It 9 December 1988.

The State Government’s legal challenge to the @atishal validity of the listing was rejected hyet
High Court on 30 June 1989. Through the act of maton of the Wet Tropics, the Commonwealth
assumed responsibility under the World Heritagev@ation to protect the outstanding universal
values of the region. Successive High Court dessstmnfirmed that the “external affairs power” in
the Australian Constitution supports Federal ldvet give effect to obligations contained in
international treaties to which Australia is a gaifto the extent that a law of an Australian State
inconsistent with such a Federal law, the Stateviawld be invalid.

In December 1989 the conservative State Governtoshoffice to a Labor government which
immediately withdrew the challenge in the Commonitie@ourt that selective logging did not detract
from the region’s World Heritage values.

In 1990 the Queensland and Commonwealth Governnagingégd to jointly fund and manage the
WTQWHA, with the Queensland Premier Wayne Gossthadiustralian Prime Minister Bob Hawke
signing an agreement which established the Wetigsdganagement Scheme, and setting out an
organisational structure for the Area’s managem&mevised version was signed by Commonwealth
and State Ministers in December 1995.



WORLD HERITAGE CONVENTION AND THE WORLD HERITAGE LIST

The Convention Concerning the Protection of the l/Gultural and Natural Heritage (the World
Heritage Convention) was adopted by the GenerafeZence of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) irriBan 1972. The World Heritage Convention
came into force in December 1995 when the minimegquirement of 20 countries had ratified it. To
date, more than 170 countries have adhered todhgeadtion, making it one of the most universal
international legal instruments for the protectafreultural and natural heritage.

The Convention defines the kind of natural or aualtsites which can be considered for inscription o
the World Heritage List, and sets out the obligaiof State Parties in protecting and preserviegith

To be included on the World Heritage List of prdjes, sites must be considered to be of outstanding
universal value. To do this they must satisfy oneore of the selection criteria. These criteria ar
revised regularly by the World Heritage Committaeg have evolved to match the evolution of the
World Heritage concept itself. The Wet Tropics &&d all four natural heritage criteria. The

following summary adapted from the World HeritagenNnation IUCN Summary (1988) provides the
justification for designation of the Wet Tropicsa¥Vorld Heritage natural property:

Represent major stages of earth’s history, includig the record of life, significant on-going
geological processes in the development of landfosmor significant geomorphic or physiographic
features.

The Wet Tropics contains one of the most completedaverse living records of the major stages in
the evolution of land plants, from the very fiamd plants to higher plants (Gymnosperms and
Angiosperms), as well as one of the most impottaing records of the history of marsupials and
songbirds.

Represent significant on-going ecological and biodcal processes in the evolution and
development of terrestrial, fresh water, coastal ath marine ecosystems and communities of plants
and animals.

Levels of species diversity and endemism in thelVégics are exceptionally high, reflecting long-
isolated ancient biota of the Australian Wet Trapic

Contain superlative natural phenomena or areas of>@eptional natural beauty and aesthetic
importance.

The Wet Tropics contains one of the most significegional ecosystems in the world, with
outstanding features of natural beauty and mageificweeping landscapes. Exceptional is the
coastline scenery, which contains tropical rainfirevhite sandy beaches and fringing reefs just
offshore.

Contain the most important and significant natural habitats for in-situ conservation of biological
diversity, including those containing threatened secies of outstanding universal value from the
point of view of science or conservation.

The Wet Tropics provides the only habitat for nusasrrare or threatened species of plants and
animals.

CULTURAL HERITAGE

Whilst the area wasn't listed for its cultural hage values, the Australian Government includetsin
statement of significance the following assertitirhe wet tropics of North-east Australia preserves
the only recognised extant Aboriginal rainforesttere and is therefore a major component of the
cultural record of an Aboriginal society which hasong continuous history in the nominated area for
at least 40 000 years” (DASETT, 1987).

The Wet Tropics Board has given support to the ménation of the Area for cultural values. In order

to be listed as a cultural heritage place, the amast be nominated by the Commonwealth Government
to the World Heritage Committee, and must satisfy or more cultural heritage criteria. Research is
being undertaken into the Aboriginal cultural hegié significance of the Wet Tropics region. The
knowledge gained from this research will be usestitengthen the case for cultural renomination of
the area.



WTQWHA BOUNDARIES

The boundary provided in the original World Hergagpmination for the Wet Tropical Rainforests of
North-East Australia was determined by a systenaatadysis undertaken by the Commonwealth. It
was defined by ‘meets and bounds’ using the 1:10@@@astral map series published by the
Queensland Department of Mapping and Surveyingci@fons were current only to the drawn and
published date of the corresponding map. The aidioundary was proclaimed in the Commonwealth
of Australia Gazette on 19 January 1988.

The original boundary contains a total area of 48@00 sq. km and corresponds to the remaining
tropical forest cover and contains a diversityroptcal forest habitats. It takes into account@ si
month public review that was undertaken in 1987cihiesulted in the elimination of a number of
elements that did not significantly contribute lte bverall values of the site, including some fodeh
land, recently cleared land, some eucalypt forastareas with exotic plantations. Neverthelegsgth
were still concerns over the boundary in termsrofgrtion and management as provided in the
original nomination. These are outlined in the IUT&thnical Evaluation of the nomination (1988)
and include:

The boundary to area ratio is high with a sinuausfiguration that is some 2600 km in length.
The nature of the remaining forest blocks and pegtets well as land tenure and cadastral
boundaries are the main reasons for this, makirgatmanagement of the unit complicated.
There are at least a dozen small isolates ancemuthat are not connected to the main body of the
unit, in addition to various narrow ‘fingers’ thetick out from the main core. It is a general
principle in conservation biology that there is mimum critical size if a reserve is to retain its
biological diversity, and that small areas isolabgdnodified habitats will behave like islands and
gradually lose some of their original species. &sffort would have to be devoted to these
isolates if they are to remain viable.

The boundary includes previously logged forestt&iely extractive forestry operations within the
nominated area have occurred and have resultezhie siminution in natural values. Previously
logged areas still retain important values bus iniportant to recognise that much of the area is
not pristine and will take a long period to recover

The boundary includes various forest types thanatestrictly rainforests, particularly the narrow
band of sclerophyll forest along portions of thestegen boundary. These areas represent the drier
end of the rainforest spectrum and because ohtheshce of fire, act as transition between
rainforest and non-rainforest vegetation. Such game dynamic and important in terms of long-
term management, climatic change, and for certnfarest fauna that use sclerophyll on a
seasonal basis. The precise width and configuratidhis western strip is affected by certain
administrative boundary lines constraints. Thesgaes are important not only for their intrinsic
interest but as additional insurance of integritder fluctuating climates.

These concerns made it appropriate to pay furtiention to the boundary before the precise extént
the property was finalised and this was requesyetthd World Heritage Bureau at its meeting in Paris
in June 1988. A boundary review was then carrigcbwar the June-September period by DASETT
and a report outlining the amended boundary wamgtéw to the World Heritage Committee
Secretariat in September 1988. This review essntianfirmed that from the scientific point of wie
the previous boundaries were basically correctantd minor trimming resulted. Two major areas
considered for excision under the review (Mount @é¢ior and Paluma) were not eliminated as both
these areas contribute substantially to the nomoina total of 67 smaller areas were studied iptde
with the conclusion that 31 of these were exciSedere added and 28 were retained.

The finalised boundary for the Wet Tropics of Quetand World Heritage Area was produced from
transparencies made by the Australian Surveyind.and Information Group of the 1:100000
cadastral map series. It contains an area of @890 sg. km, and was proclaimed in the
Commonwealth of Australia Gazette on 15 Decemb&819



The Wet Tropics Management Authority developed aenaietailed description of the final boundary
on newly created 1:50000 scale plans in 1991-98rnex to as WTQs. These plans do not alter the
alignment of the gazetted boundary - they meretyigie a more detailed and clearer description ef th
boundary. They were formally approved by the Wetpies Ministerial Council, and accepted by both
Commonwealth and State governments on 14 Octol$s. They were then lodged with UNESCO in
Paris. Whilst the final boundary for the Wet Trapaf Queensland World Heritage Area was
proclaimed as about 8990 sq. km, or about 899008 haore precise figure of 894420ha has since
been determined from the WTQ’s. This figure is usedfficial WTMA documentation.

WTQ's were used as a basis to form zone boundandsnaps developed for the Wet Tropics
Management Plan. These were produced in May 198&8lamot affect the description or definition of
the Wet Tropics of Queensland World Heritage Areartdary.



PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT OF THE WTQWHA

World Heritage Properties Conservation Act 1983 (& alth)
(WHPC Act)

The WHPC Act provided protection for Australiaresitwhich were being considered for nomination
or were already listed on the World Heritage LTdte Act explains the properties to which the Act
applies, unlawful acts against those propertiasaicelawful acts, enforcement, and compensation
issues.

Two regulations were made under the Act for the inated area covered by the Wet Tropical
Rainforests of North-east Queensland prior itinliss a World Heritage site. The first was made on
19 January 1988 to prohibit commercial forestryrafiens in the proposed area. The second
Regulation was made on 28 April 1988 to prohibitHar construction of the Southedge Road.

These Regulations were amended on 16 Decembersl@B&hat the prohibitions on commercial
forestry operations and further construction of Sleeithedge Road were applied to the newly described
Wet Tropics of Queensland World Heritage Area.

A third regulation was made under the Act on 15 &tolser 1994 to prohibit the clearing of an area
adjacent the Tully-Mission Beach Road within thetWiopics of Queensland World Heritage Area.

The Environmental Reform (Consequential Provisions) 389 developed as a consequence of the
newEnvironment Protection and Biodiversity Act 198&fer section on EPBC Act), effectively
repeals the WHPC Act, but provides that it conteteeapply in relation to properties and sites that
were declared under the WHPC Act immediately beifisreepeal.

The Wet Tropics Management Scheme (Intergovernméitgreement)

The Queensland and Commonwealth governments agrd®®0 to jointly fund and coordinate
management of the WTQWHA, signing an agreementastablished the Wet Tropics Management
Scheme. The agreement is scheduled tdheTropics World Heritage Protection and Managemen
Act 1993(QLD) and given effect by s.3 of tMdet Tropics of Queensland World Heritage
Conservation Act 199@C'wealth). A revised version of the agreement was signeddyi@onwealth
and State Ministers in December 1995.

The Agreement outlines the broad structural andifigharrangements for the management scheme,
including:

Ministerial Council - Comprising two Commonwealth and two State Ministarsl chaired by

the Queensland Minister for Environment, the Mimigtl Council was to be the government
policy and decision co-ordination body, with itsnpary function to coordinate policy and funding
for the Area.

Wet Tropics Management Authority - The Agreement originally set up two separate bodies
Wet Tropics Management Authority, and the Wet Tesplanagement Agency, which were later
merged upon proclamation of thidet Tropics World Heritage Protection and Managen#est
1993to become the present Authority. The original Auttyoconsisted of five private citizens
who were to report directly to the Ministerial Cailrand was intended to provide an independent
voice for the Area.

Wet Tropics Management Agency The Management Agency as set out in the Agreement
comprised public servants who were to be respamsibthe Authority for a wide range of
functions, including development, coordination, iempentation and monitoring of policies, plans
and programs to meet the primary goal.

Community Consultative Committee -The Agreement establishes a Community Consultative
Committee, made up of representatives of local ggawith an interest in management of the
WTQWHA. The main function of the Committee is tosese and report to the Management
Authority on matters relating to the managemerihefWTQWHA from the viewpoint of the
representative groups and the community at large.



Scientific Advisory Committee -A Scientific Advisory Committee was set up undes th
Agreement to provide specialist advice to the Mamagnt Authority with respect to scientific
research and monitoring priorities and informafionthe Area.

The Intergovernmental Agreement was the precusboth theWVet Tropics World Heritage
Protection and Management Act 1983d the statutorWet Tropics Management Plan 1988set in
place the framework around which the Act was subsetly constructed and the administrative
arrangements which dominated the Authority’s openat Of central importance to the Management
Scheme was “its articulation of the “Primary Gofli the management of the Area, with its five
elements of protection, conservation, presentatimbilitation and transmission to future
generations.” (Pattemore, 2000).

Wet Tropics World Heritage Protection and Managentekct 1993 (QLD)
(WTWHPM Act)

The WTWHPM Act is the State legislation that prasdor the protection and management of the
WTQWHA. The structural elements of the Managemeite®he set up under the Intergovernmental
Agreement are all broadly represented in the Act.

Administration

The WTWHPM Act provides for the establishment, fiims and powers of the Wet Tropics
Management Authority and its Board. The functiohthe Authority set out in s.10 of the Act loosely
amalgamate the functions of the former Authorityg #ime Agency from the Intergovernmental
Agreement. These functions include:

Develop and implement policies and programs

Make recommendations to the Ministerial Councitétation to management of the WTQWHA
Prepare and implement management plans

Administer funding arrangements

Enter into cooperative management arrangements

Enter into arrangements for the provision of relitaition and restoration works

Develop public and community education programs

Monitor the state of the Wet Tropics area

Section 10 of the Act also provides that in perfimgnits functions, the Authority must, as far as
practicable, have regard to the Aboriginal traditad Aboriginal people, and liaise and cooperati wi
Aboriginal particularly concerned with land in tidéet Tropics area.

The role of the Board as set out in the Act inclddeiding the objectives, strategies and policieset
followed by the Authority, and ensuring the Autlipperforms its functions in a proper, effectivelan
efficient way. Under the Act the Board is comprigddhe executive director of the Authority, 1 pars
nominated by the Ministerial Council, 2 persons imated by the Commonwealth, and 2 persons
nominated by the State. The Queensland Govern@oimcil is responsible for appointing nominated
Board members.

Section 40 of the Act retains the two committeesatad under the Intergovernmental Agreement,
namely the Community Consultative Committee and3btientific Advisory Committee. Section
40(1b) of the Act also allows for the establishmafibther advisory committees.

Protection

The Act provides two key statutory tools for prdiee of the Area and its World Heritage values.
These are contained in Section 56 (Prohibited Aets in the provisions of Part 3 (Management
Plans). Section 56 provides a blanket prohibitigaiast the destruction of forest products throughou
the Area and offers powerful statutory protectiothbdirectly and through the head of power to defin
additional prohibited acts in subordinate legisiatiThe Act also provides for exemptions to be teca
in subordinate legislation. The proclamation oftiec56 was delayed until 1988 when exemptions
were available in the context of the Statutory Pris left a five-year period from the time the
legislation was enacted until it could provide staty protection against the destruction of forest
products in the Area.



Section 56 applies only to forest products and ifpalty to their destruction. Part 3 of the Acthigh
provides a head of power for the preparation dtigtay management plans, ultimately offers more far
reaching protection. Management plans preparedrihidePart can regulate a wide range of activities
including use of land, access to the Wet Tropiesaand the presence and use of vehicles (Pattemore
2000).

Wet Tropics of Queensland World Heritage ConsereatiAct 1994 (C'wealth)
(WTQWHC Act)

The WTQWHC Act was passed in 1994 to give effe¢chtointergovernmental Agreement as set out in
Schedule 1 of the WTWHPM Act, and to facilitate thplementation of Australia’s international duty
for the protection, conservation, presentationabdftation and transmission to future generatiohs

the WTQWHA.

The Act is also significant in that it recogniskattAboriginal people have occupied, used and eajoy
land in the Area since time immemorial, and thatAlnea is part of the cultural landscape of Rakegor

Aboriginal peoples. The Act recognises the rolébbriginal peoples in the management of land and
waters in the Area.

Section 6 of the Act provides that one or more Adinal representatives must be appointed on the
Authority’s Board on the nomination of the Commomitle. Section 8 provides that any advisory
committee established by the Authority under theWMPM Act includes Aboriginal representatives
among its members.

Other provisions outlined in the Act relate to gfe&Eondment of staff to the Authority, and the tagpli
of the annual report to the Authority.

Wet Tropics Management Plan 1998 (QLD)
(The Plan)

The Plan is subordinate legislation under the WTWHAt. It provides the legal framework for
management of the Area and for regulation of papidamaging activities.

Key components of the Plan include:

Zoning System

The Plan divides the Area into four management gopased on a distance from disturbance model.
Part 3 of the Plan describes those activities whiehallowed, or subject to a permit, in the défar
zones. The zoning scheme also designates roa@slasd associated use within the Area. Activities
regulated under the Plan include interference weéfth and water courses, destruction of vegetation,
building and maintaining roads and structures,iatrdduction of undesirable plants and animals. A
summary of the zoning system is outlined in thel& &felow.

Zone A Zone B Zone C Zone D

Land where there is
existing community
services infrastructure

Not remote from
disturbance but in a
mostly natural state.

Remote from
disturbance and in a
mostly natural state.

Land where there is, 0
proposed to be,
significant developed
visitor facilities.

Physical condition

Physical and social Natural area remote | Natural area which Some disturbance by | Mostly natural area

setting

from disturbances
from modern
technological society.
Solitude visitor
opportunities. No
obvious management
presence.

may be undergoing
recovery towards its
natural state. Solitude
visitor opportunities.
Limited management
presence.

modern technological
society. Low key
visitor opportunities.
Management presencs

with visitor facilities in
the landscape. Visitor
opportunities to

.appreciate and enjoy g

natural setting.
Management presencs
may be obvious.

B

Management intent

Protect land in its
natural state.

Restore land to its
natural state wherever
practical.

Accommodate
community services
and ensure associated
impacts are managed
to minimise their
effects on the Area.

Accommodate
developed visitor
facilities and ensure
associated impacts arg
managed to minimise
their effects on the

B

Area.




Permit System

The Plan incorporates a permit system for consiaeraf applications for regulated activities. The
most important consideration in assessing perngliegtions is the likely impact of the proposed
activity on the Areas integrity.

Permit Assessment Guidelines

Section 62 of the Plan allows the Authority to @epguidelines relevant to decision making and may
include guidelines for flora and fauna conservatgmenic amenity, visitor management, seed
collection and community consultation on permitlaggions. The Authority must have regard to the
information in the guidelines when considering enpeapplication.

Co-operative Management Agreements

The Plan provides for the Authority to enter inteaperative management agreements (CMAs) where
the agreement would contribute to achieving thenBry Goal. CMAs provide for variation of standard
controls prescribed under the Plan.

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservatid\ct 1999 (C'wealth)
(EPBC Act)

From July 2000, Australia's World Heritage Promesrfbecame protected under the EPBC Act. This
Act replaces and significantly improves on Werld Heritage Properties Conservation Act 1988e
WHPC Act enabled the Commonwealth to make reguiatto protect Australia's World Heritage
Properties from threatening actions identifiedhiea tegulations. The EPBC Act, however, provides
automatic protection for World Heritage Propertaesl other matters of national environmental
significance by ensuring that an environmental icbpasessment process is undertaken for proposed
actions that will, or are likely to, have a sigo#ht impact on the World Heritage values of a deda
World Heritage Property. This process allows thenBmnwealth Minister for the Environment and
Heritage to grant or refuse approval to take aioacand to impose conditions on the taking of an
action.
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CHRONOLOGY
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Pre Aboriginal people have occupied, used and enjogad In the Area prior to the arrival g

European | Europeans.

Settlement|

1791 Samples of Red Cedar were dispatched fronr@lizsto London (November 1791) —
Admiralty ordered that convict ships on their retisurney to England should carry as
much Red Cedar as possible.

1842 Special decree by Governor Gipps (colony dMighat no timber licences were to be
granted in any rainforest north of Brisbane coritegjrBunya Pine (in recognition of its
importance to Aboriginal people).

1859 Separation of the colony of Qld from NSW.

1860 First timber regulations proclaimed and lieeagstem introduced in Queensland.

1873 Dalrymple explored coastal valleys & rangesvben Cardwell and Cooktown assessir]
the potential of the land for development.

1874 Timber cutters commenced logging of red c&dauri pine.

1875 Government formed a Select Committee to repoforest conservancy in Queensland

1876 Cairns established.

1877 Cedar of the Daintree and Mossman valleysrteg@s totally cut-out.

1881 Cedar cutters extended operations to westargimof Atherton Tableland.

1881 33 general timber licences issued at Herbertmyend of 1881a total of 9 million
superfeet of cedar logged.

1881 Sugar cane farms established on coastal ld&lan

1882 Christy Palmerston, a prominent bushman atidipder, explored ranges between Por|
Douglas & Cairns, then a stock route between Héwhes: Innisfail (parts of the
Palmerston Highway, K-tree Road and West PalmeRtmad)

1882 Rainforests of the Atherton Tablelands opeameébr selection — first dairying
commenced on the Atherton Tableland to supply daioglucts to miners on the
goldfields (dairying accelerated rainforest selati& clearing).

1882 Export of red cedar through Port Douglas esdsll trees near streams had been
removed.

1882 Carl Lumholtz (naturalist explorer) explorbd Herbert River district.

1883 Palmerston discovered gold in Jordan Creek are

1886 Palmerston discovered gold in lower RusseléRi

1886 George Russell discovered gold in upper tesra€ Russell River.

1887 Railway progressed from Cairns to Redlynch.

1887 Palmerston, with a companion believed to biéafti Leighton, successfully located an
blazed a route from the lowlands near Port Doutgldhe Tablelands (the Bump Track)
in April 1877. The route was later cleared in JL8y77.

1889 By 1889 the following timbers were being nalia the Wet Tropics: red cedar, beech,
kauri pines, black bean, silkkwood, hickory, acasdar, satinwood and pencil cedar.

1891 Railway progressed from Cairns to Kuranda.

1893 Railway progressed from Cairns to Mareeba.

1897 Two small sawmills operating in Cairns.

1900 State appointed an Inspector of Forests datést Rangers (within the Lands
Department portfolio).

1901 The Commonwealth of Australia came into beisg Federation of what had previousl|
been 6 colonies which then became 6 states (1 dgn@anstitution came into force.

1902 Three sawmills operating in Atherton.

1906 State Forests and National Parks Act of 1@8@@tted which included royalty-based sall
instead of simple licensing.

1921 Bellenden Ker National Park gazetted.

1924 Cairns linked to Brisbane by rail.

1931 Edward Swain, Forestry Director, criticiseddaettlement policies — led to a Royal
Commission to investigate conflict between landleetent and forestry. Swain dismiss
for his attempts to retain greater areas of ragsbr

1932 Hinchinbrook Island National Park gazetted.

1934 Lakes Barrine and Eacham National Parks gakett
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1936 Public Estate Improvement Scheme commencadresasure to reduce post-depressio
unemployment and to open-up access to several TiR®gerves and State Forests
(1936-1943). Eg construction of Black Mountain R¢edranda to Julatten), B Road
(Danbulla), Kennedy-Kirrama Road.

1940 Barron Gorge National Park gazetted.

1947 Qld government decree that all timber loggetthé region had to be processed locally
(previously much was exported as logs).

WW2 Construction of the Kuranda-Mareeba Road by Acaa forces.

Post Soldier resettlement schemes — opening-up of Maldl@na Creek and Utchee Creek

WW1 areas.

1952 Tree marking introduced (trees selected famgupaint-marked with direction of fall
indicated).

1954 War Service Settlement Scheme.

1958 Len Webb (rainforest ecologist) classificatidustralian rainforests.

1959 Department of Forestry separates from Langsiaent.

1960 Forest Inventory System introduced (permamamitoring plots).

1960s Last massive clearing (42,900 ha) occurrélde lower Tully River valley (King Ranch).

1966 Len Webb put forward a series of National Radposals, designed to protect the full
range of the remaining habitats of the Wet Trofficst time in Australia) The
Identification and Conservation of Habitat Typegtie Wet Tropic Lowlands of North
QueenslandThis was also the first reference in the scianliferature to the internationa
significance of the lowland rainforests. (Note: lamnds were defined as areas below 1(
ft contour). The proposals were confined to theldmds because of the extraordinary
development pressures placed on the lowlands flwoatal 955 onwards.

1971 Establishment of CSIRO Tropical Forest Rese8tation in Atherton.

1973 Peter Stanton reviewed status of reservédeitotvlands and identified additional areag
for reservation.

1974 Biosphere Reserve model proposed for the mdgiche Man and the Biosphere (MAB)
section of UNESCO but State Government declingutéceed.

1974 Rainforest Conservation Society established.

1974 Australian Government inquiry into the NatibBatate & recognition of the urgent nee
to conserve rainforests.

1975 Creation of separate National Parks and Viél@ervice (previously a Department of
Forestry function).

1975 Commonwealth establishes the Australian Hpgi@ommission and introduces Nationg
Estate legislation.

1975 Overall classification and mapping of Wet Tiesgorests by Tracey & Webb.

1976 Focus on our Northern Heritage — workshoprisga by WPS in Cairns.

1978 Introduction of environmental guidelines itation to Cairns water supply catchment.

1978 Conservation groups nominated several aredistiog on the National Heritage
Register.

1980 Second World Wilderness Congress held in €4iane 1980).

1980 Australian Heritage Commission listed a nundfeainforest areas (Greater Daintree
region — 350,000 ha) on the Register of the Natifistate (October 1980).

1981 State Parliament presented with a petitionesidpy 12,000 Queenslanders seeking
protection of the Wet Tropics rainforests.

1981 Mt Windsor logging operations blockaded bysmymationists (13 people arrested)
November 1981.

1981 Australian Conservation Foundation launchedRescue the Rainforest campaign in
Cairns and CAFNEC was formed. Rainforests werertagr priority of the Australian
Conservation Foundation in 1981
The original proposals by the conservation movemerst for &'Greater Daintree
National Park” including only the Cape Tribulation NP, Roaring d/iklexandra Creek
catchments, Daintree River catchment, Mt Windsdsl@land, Mt Spurgeon, Mossman
Gorge, Mt Lewis, Cedar Bay area and Walker Bay.area

1982 Introduction of environmental guidelines imggal to logging operations throughout W|
Tropics.

1982 Bernie Hyland’s (taxonomist) card key for ithentification of rainforest trees of north

Queensland published.




1982

Descriptions of Wet Tropics vegetation typeklished by Geoff Tracey (rainforest
ecologist):The Vegetation of the Humid Tropical Region of N@ueensland.

1982

The impetus for World Heritage listing of ivet Tropics came with the 1982
publication “The World's Great Natural Areas” amtiuded on IUCNs 1982 list of
places deserving world heritage protection.

1983

Clearing commenced for a new Cape Tribulaitmemfield Road — construction starte
December 1983 to be met by a blockade of protestetsvated the campaign to nation
and international levels and drew the Federal Guwent into the debate.

1984

Cape Tribulation-Bloomfield Road blockade aammed.

1984

Australian Heritage Commission engaged thefBigst Conservation Society of
Queensland to evaluate and report on the intemaltimonservation significance of the
Wet Tropics between Cooktown and Townsville (Japd®84). The report (completed
June 1984) concluded that the area met all fowrahheritage criteria and this finding
was supported by several international referegm(tesubsequently published as a bog
by the Australian Heritage Commission in 1986).

1984

Conservationists from around Australia meéBrisbane to form a national coalition to
seek listing of the Wet Tropics as a World Heritade.

1984

Rainforest management conference held in €aiyrFederal Environment minister
(Barry Cohen). As a result of this workshop thedratiGovernment initiated a national
rainforest conservation program.

1984

General Assembly for IUCN passed a resolutongnising the value of the Wet
Tropics.

1985

Downey Creek logging blockade.

1986

Opinion poll found 61% of north Queenslandengported cessation of logging in virgir
rainforest.

1986

Commonwealth establishes a $22.5 million Natid&ainforest Conservation Program
(NRCP) but Queensland Government refuses to paatiei

1987

Norman Myers emphasises the importance oégling Australia’s wet tropical forests.

1987

Commonwealth announced (5 June 1987 just frithre 1987 election) that they would
proceed immediately and unilaterally towards notidmaof the Wet Tropics to the
World Heritage list.

2l

1987

A Federal Rainforest Unit, with offices in ®armra and in Cairns, was established in J
1987 to co-ordinate Commonwealth action in relatmthe protection of the proposed
area.

ply

1987

Queensland establishes the Northern Rainftasagement Agency (NORMA) to co-
ordinate rainforest management planning of the Wepics (August 1987).

1987

Senator Graham Richardson announced the fivéideoundary for the proposed WHA

nomination and launched a public consultation pge¢@ugust 1987) to obtain views and

to help decide the final boundary and to assihéndevelopment of socio-economic
strategies to offset impacts. The public commeiassptelicited 1,350 suggestions for
changes to the indicative boundary. As a resulhefreassessment almost 100 sq km d
freehold land, recently cleared land, some eucdbypists and areas with exotic
plantations were excised from the nominated area.

—

1987

Commonwealth released final boundaries foptbposed nomination to the public (11
December 1987) and announced it was proceedingthéthomination.

1987

Social Impact Assessment (SIA) commissione@dymonwealth.

1987

Nomination presented to the Bureau of the Wddritage Committee on 23 December
1987 based on proposal prepared by the Rainfo@séelvation Society.

1987

Through the act of nomination of the Wet Tegpthe Commonwealth assumed
responsibility under th&/orld Heritage Conventiomo protect the outstanding universal
values of the region. Successive High Court dessstpnfirmed that the “external affair
power” in the Australian Constitution supports Fedi¢aws that give effect to obligation
contained in international treaties to which Au&res a party. To the extent that a law
an Australian State is inconsistent with such aefFaldaw, the State law would be
invalid.
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1988

In January 1988, Commonwealth Environment sténiGraham Richardson assures
Rainforest Aboriginal people that activities sushhanting and gathering will not be
stopped on DOGIT lands in the Wet Tropics as alre$World Heritage listing.

1988

Commonwealth decided that logging was incoiblgatvith protection of these values




and made a regulation under tverld Heritage Properties Conservation Act 1983
prevent activities associated with commercial fsgesperations in the area covered by
the nomination (January 1988).

1988

Commonwealth implemented a Structural Adjustriackage (SAP) to address the
potential negative social impacts identified in Sié.

1988

Commonwealth decided that Quaid’s Road (Sdgih&®oad) was incompatible with
protection of these values and made a regulatidemtheWorld Heritage Properties
Conservation Act 198® prevent activities associated with openingrtie in the area
covered by the nomination (April 1988).

1988

Commonwealth released proposals for the mamagteof the Area (April 1988) This
document established the context and objectivesasfagement and suggested
mechanisms by which management would be impleme@tedtral to the scheme was t
establishment of a joint State-Commonwealth manageuthority.

1988

Submission against listing from shire councils

1988

Commonwealth established the Wet Tropics afe@aland Structural Adjustment
Package (SAP) to offset the impacts of the cessatidogging ($75.3 million).

1988

Amendments to the CommonwealtWerld Heritage Properties Conservation Aatre
enacted in March 1988 to more fully exercise theédfal Government’s constitutional
powers and to strengthen interim protection foeptal World Heritage sites.

1988

The proposed WHA listed on the Register ofNh@onal Estate on 26 April 1988 unde
the Australian HeritageCommission Act 1975

1988

In June 1988 a Queensland anti-delegation, teamsisting of the Queensland
Environment Minister, two Aboriginals, and 16 otlielegates, was sent to Paris to ral
against World Heritage listing.

1988

The Chairman of Yarrabah council writes toGmenmonwealth Environment Minister i
June 1988 voicing an opposition to the inclusiobbriginal lands in the nominated
area.

1988

At its meeting in Paris (June 1988) the Bureeommended the Area (then called the
“Wet Tropical Rainforests of North-east Australi&® inscribed as a World Heritage an
but requested the Commonwealth to provide clatificeand further information on

several points, particularly in relation to futunanagement arrangements involving the

State and Federal governments, and a revisioreghttposed boundaries to exclude
areas which did not contribute significant natwalles.

1988

Commonwealth boundary review team held disoasswith representatives of local
government bodies in the week commencing 22 Auf®®8.

1988

Commonwealth boundary review team examinelkiail 2 large areas (approximately
30,000ha — Mt Windsor Tableland and 60,000ha —rRalRange) and 67 small areas.
The small areas considered for exclusion wererthgularly shaped boundaries, isolate
blocks, fingers protruding from the main area, r@aa where new information had
become available. Consideration was also givemding small areas that would lead tq
more coherent nomination. A total of 31 areas vesi@sed (totalling about 6,300 ha) af
8 areas (totalling about 630 ha) were added. Aiitiadd! area of land at Mt Leach was
treated separately. The Review Team found no sfigejutstification for major changes
to the boundary.
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1988

DASETT prepared a report to the World Herit@genmittee Secretariat (September
1988) addressing the recommendations of the Bupaaticularly information on future
management, boundaries, land ownership and use @frea, including traditional non-
commercial purposes by Aboriginal people.

The report suggested a more appropriate namedandminated area should be thiéet
Tropics ofQueensland’previously the nominated area was referred thaswet
Tropical Rainforests of North-east Australia”.

1988

State and Commonwealth could not reach agrge@emmonwealth ignored State
protests and resubmitted its nomination reportéto®er 1988 with a reduction of 1% o
the area originally nominated.

f

1988

In November 1988 the Chariperson of YarrabahnCil again writes to the
Commonwealth Environment Minister opposing theusn of Aboriginal lands in the
nominated area.

1988

At meeting in Brasilia in December 1988, therl@/ Heritage Committee formally

accepted the Commonwealth nomination and the Agsaofficially inscribed on the




World Heritage list (9 December 1988).M8ession of the World Heritage Committee
meeting in Brasilia, Brazil from 5-9 December 1988.

1989

State Governments legal challenge to the itotishal validity of the listing was rejecte
by the High Court (30 June 1989).

i

1989

Labour Government elected in Queensland (2@ber 1989) which withdrew challend
in the Federal Court that selection logging did aetract from World Heritage values.

1990

Commonwealth and new QIld Government signthé Tropics World Heritage Area
Management Schemean intergovernmental agreement. The agreemenh&duled to
the Queensland Act and given effect by s.3 of tam@onwealth Act. This agreement
comprised an exchange of correspondence agreebmgaal structural and funding
arrangements for the management scheme (NovemB8},lificluding development of
the Wet Tropics Management Authority and Wet Trepitanagement Agency.

e

1990

A Ministerial Council was established compiisR Federal Ministers and 2 State
Ministers.

1991

World Heritage Bureau (June 1991) expressadesn at delays in the management
planning process, lack of funds for field managenaetivities, the pace of tourism
development and a proposed hydropower developmetiy{Millstream scheme).

1992

Establishment of the Wet Tropics Managemenhdévity

Staff and Executive Director comprised the Wet TasfpManagement Agency

The Wet Tropics Management Authority is what is meferred to as the Board. The
current usage of Authority and Board occurred wifienAuthority became a statutory
body following gazettal of th&/et Tropics World Heritage Protection and Managemme
Act 1993.
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1992

Wet Tropics Management Plan consultationesigi¥larch 1992) with a discussion pap|
and questionnaire calletiVet Tropics Plan:Your First Invitation to Comment”

1992

Wet Tropics Plan: Strategic Directiopgiblished August 1992.

1992

World Heritage Committee (December 1992) netitld satisfaction the level of progres

made in instituting management arrangements, depléigislation, improving budgetary
allocations, and rehabilitating degraded foresagre

n

1992

QueenslandNature Conservation Act 199fazetted.

1993

Queensland legislatiolet Tropics World Heritage Protection and Managet#est
1993proclaimed on 1 November 1993 (apart from ss.565t). The Act provides for th
establishment, functions and powers of the Wet itmpanagement Authority and its

Board. The functions of the Authority set out ie thct loosely amalgamate the functions

of the former Authority and the Agency from the WHA Management Scheme.

[

1994

Commonwealth and State announce joint fundirf§23 million over 4 years for the
Daintree Rescue Program.

1994

Commonwealth legislatioWet Tropics of Queensland World Heritage Area
Conservation Act 199groclaimed on 15 March 1994,

1995

Draft Wet Tropics Plan placed on public extili (October 1995). The draft remained
on public exhibition for over six months.

1995

A revised version of the intergovernmentakagrent signed (December 1995).

1997

Wet Tropics Plan gazetted on 7 August 1997itamufovisions were due to come into
force on 1 November 1997 but subsequently repahiedo court challenge.

1997

Protection Through Partnerships: Policies for implentation of the Wet Tropics Plan
published (August 1997).

1998

Wet Tropics Management Plgazetted on 22 May 1998 and came into force on 1
September 1998.

1998

Proclamation of ss.56 and 57 of et Tropics World Heritage Protection and
Management Act 1993ccurred on 1 September 1998.

1998

At the June 1998 World Heritage Bureau medtiegssue of possible land clearing
within the world heritage area was raised by NG@s triggered the need to formally
respond through the process of a World HeritageefReaReport coordinated by
ACIUCN to determine whether the Wet Tropics shduddblaced on the list of World
Heritage in Danger.

1998

Which Way Our Cultural Survival? The Review Of Adjaal Involvement in the
Management of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Avespared by the Review Steering
Committee in 1998.

1999

Commonwealth’'Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservatfct 1999




(EPBC Act) gazetted.

1999 World Heritage Properties Conservation Act 198Bealed by thEnvironmental Reform
(Consequential Provisions) Act 1999.

1999 Vegetation Management Act 19§8zetted.

2000 State Party’s Response Report to the Worlitader Reactive Report developed,
establishing State Party’s benchmark responsestd@1UCN focused recommendations.

2000 Wet Tropics Nature Based Tourism Strategyiphetl August 2000.

2001 Wet Tropics Walking Strategy published Octat@d1.

2002 Wet Tropics first Periodic Report prepared suloimitted to Environment Australia as
requested by UNESCO.

2002 Rainforest CRC preparation of diafatement of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage
Significance for the Wet Tropics Region of Nortleénsland

2004 Wet Tropics Conservation Strategy publishguteaber 2004.

2005 Regional Agreement with Rainforest Aborigipabple signed off on 29 April 2005.

2005 Rainforest Aboriginal Advisory Committee apged under the Act as an advisory
committee to the Board.

2005 Transfer of 39 forest reserves and three ddinerparcels in the Wet Tropics (totalling
380,000ha) to National Park tenure (mostly wittiea WTQWHA).

2005 Data capture and digitisation of the 1:50,88@etation mapping of the Wet Tropics
completed in August.

2005 In November 2005 the legislative requiremengfreview of théVet Tropics
Management Plan 1998asextended from 7 years to 10 years.

2006 TheWet Tropics World Heritage Protection and Managetert 1993s amended to
allow for a second Aboriginal Board member.

2007 Kuku Yalaniji ILUA signed for much of the WHAoim Mossman north to the Bloomfiel
area.

2007 Wet Tropics of Queensland WHA listed on thé¢idteal Heritage List.




