The Wet Tropics of
Queensland World
Heritage Area contains
about 900,000
hectares of tropical
forests stretching from
Townsville to Cooktown

A special place
The Wet
We Tropics is renowned for scenic panoramas of rainforest canopy from
mountain lookouts, rivers that carve through rugged gorges and cascade
mounta
into freshwater swimming holes, giant trees and ferns from ancient eras and
curiosities from the animal kingdom.
It has Australia’s greatest diversity of animals and plants within an area of just 0.26%
of the continent. Many plant and animal species in the Wet Tropics are found nowhere else
in the world. The diverse range of vegetation communities are habitat to numerous rare and
threatened species.
ving
The Wet Topics has the oldest continously surviving tropical rainforests on earth. They are a living
museum of how land plants have evolved since the break up of Gondwana 40 million years ago, from
opics is also a
ancient ferns, conifers and cycads to the more highly evolved flowering plants. The Wet Tropics
living record of the evolutionary history of animals – being home to some species that have changed little
since ancient times such as the musky rat-kangaroo and the chowchilla.

Saving the rainforests
After over a decade of campaigning by passionate environmental
groups and scientists, the Australian Government nominated the Area
for World Heritage listing and it was officially inscribed on 9 December
1988. However, the listing was not without controversy. At the time the
Queensland Government and many in the community strongly supported
the logging industry which was considered important to the local
economy. A compensation package was approved for those who suffered
economic losses from the listing.
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The heart
of the community
Community support for the World Heritage Area continues
nues to
grow. The Wet Tropics now has a special place in the
e hearts
of the community and is integral to their sense of identity.
The Area is home to 18 Rainforest Aboriginal tribes whose
traditional culture has been intimately connected with the Wet
Tropics landscape for many thousands of years. The mountain
ranges provide a scenic backdrop to regional communities.
The lush rainforests enhance their quality of life, providing clean
water supplies, fertile soils and opportunities for recreation and
enjoyment. Both rural and urban communities increasingly
support conservation of the Wet Tropics through tree planting,
forest restoration and caring for wildlife. Environmental
education in the Wet Tropics region fosters an understanding
of nature and careers in conservation for the future custodians
nt. Tourism in the Wet Tropics contributes over
of our environment.
h year to the regional economy and provides
$420 million each
locals
employment and income for many locals.
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Something for everyone
- explore it today!
The diversity of plants and animals found in this unique environment
is a treasure trove of curiosities that attracts visitors from around the
world. World class recreational facilities for bushwalking, water sports
and camping are all within easy reach. There are 600km of scenic roads
throughout the Wet Tropics, including 40 scenic routes and over 100
scenic places to visit. These include features like Australia’s longest
single-drop waterfall, the 305m Wallaman Falls, and the beaches of
the Daintree where the rainforest meets the reef. There are about 150
managed walks ranging from short, popular boardwalks with visitor
facilities to long distance treks with overnight camping.
Visitors can experience a wide range of environments – from mangroves
and beaches to mountain rainforest and tall, open eucalypt forests.
They can learn about the plants and animals and Rainforest Aboriginal
culture.
Find out more about the Wet Tropics - visit www.wettropics.gov.au
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