
not just a…  
 

TIPS for toad hunters 
 
BACKGROUND 

There are over 200 million toads in Australia, and every one of them is damaging our natural habitat and native wildlife. While it’s 
unlikely that we’ll ever eradicate this pest species, we can, and must do something to lessen their impact. Operation Toad Day Out 
will reduce toad numbers in local habitats, in a humane way.  By capturing toads alive and unharmed, we can study them to find out 
more about why they are so tough and hardy. 
 
1.0 YOUR MISSION 

If you accept this mission, you should immediately… 

1.1 Get some mates together and plan a few hours of serious toad catching for the evening. Get Mum and Dad involved too! 
What about your school class, scouts or sporting club? 

1.2. Get organized: 
1.2.1 Plan your temporary security facility (e.g: ice-cream containers) as well as your detention camp (e.g: strong 

cardboard box with lots of newspaper in the bottom to soak up the wee!). Study detention techniques to ensure 
your own, as well as the toad’s safety – they must be alive and unharmed for interrogation. 

1.2.2 Check torches have fresh batteries, you have mossie repellent and gloves (if you want them) 
1.2.3 Create a measuring stick to make sure all your toads are the minimum size (5cm long) 
1.2.4 Do some recon to find out the best locations (you can use lights or dog food to attract them to a certain spot). 
1.2.5 It’s not necessary to wear gloves when handling toads, and normal handling will not result in toxin being ejected 

from the toad’s glands. Treat the enemy gently and of course you should wash your hands well afterwards! 
1.2.6 Visit the recommended websites that will help you tell toads from native species (that almost look like toads). Find 

out more about the enemy’s amazing versatility, cunning and their ability to cause great damage to our natural 
environment. 

1.2.7 Wear light–coloured clothing (to reduce mossie bites) and sturdy shoes. 
1.2.8 The enemy is most active during the early part of the evening, just after sunset until about 11pm – hunting for 

insects or other food.  
1.2.9 Make sure you apply mossie repellent, take a good torch and an adult supervising commanding officer with you! 

1.3 Toads must not be held for more than 24hrs – it’s recommended they be collected the night before the weigh-in, during 
EARTH HOUR (8-9pm, Saturday 23 March 2013). 

1.4. Toad catching and detention must be done humanely – it is absolutely essential that toads arrive at the rendezvous point 
alive and unharmed.  

1.5. Safely detain the enemy in a trap or box.  Be aware that they will need room to move – don’t pack them on top of one 
another. 

 
2.0 THE RENDEZVOUS POINT… 

2.1 On the weigh-in day, Sunday 24 March 2103, take your collected toads to the main park at Smithfield Library, 70 Cheviot 
Street, Smithfield, from 08.30 till 12.00 noon. 

2.2 Trained officials will weigh and measure your detainees and prizes will be awarded for the heaviest individual and the 
heaviest collection of toads. Don’t forget to record the name of your school! 

2.3 Officials will positively identify and humanely euthanize toads using CO2 gas. They will then be frozen for use as souvenirs 
by a local taxidermist or made in to fertilizer.  

2.4  You can dispose of your storage boxes and containers or take them home with you for your next mission against the enemy. 
 

  



3.0 THE SIGN OFF… 

(not just a….) TOAD DAY OUT is an annual event. But one day a year won’t make enough impact on this pest.  You can 
conduct regular toad hunts, get your class involved in eradicating the toad from a local habitat to continue your 
environmental efforts. To euthanize toads humanely, cool them in a fridge for 12hrs then place in a freezer for another 
12hrs. They can then be put in a compost bin or in your rubbish bin. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

TIPS for ant collectors 
 

BACKGROUND 

Electric and yellow crazy ants are among the world's 100 most invasive species, and are collectively known as tramp ants because of 

their tendency to hitch a ride with people and spread rapidly. In areas they colonise, they completely replace native ants and other 

insects, reducing biodiversity, disrupting ecological processes, and decreasing agricultural. They can also harm humans, pets, and 

livestock. Tramp ants pose a serious threat to the biodiversity, lifestyle, and agricultural and tourism industries of the Wet Tropics. 

Electric ants have been found in the Smithfield area, and yellow crazy ants around Edmonton and Bentley Park. We need your help 

to stamp them out!  

YOUR MISSION 

1.0 Try and find the smallest ant in your yard. Electric ants are only 1-2mm long, orange-brown in colour, and often found in 

trails or groups.  

2.0 Alternatively, look for something that looks like a small green tree ant, but more yellow-brown in colour (possibly a yellow 

crazy ant).  

3.0 Kill the suspect ant with a knock-down insecticide and place it in a small plastic container or ziplock bag. Bring the ant/s to 

(Not just a) Toad Day Out on Sunday 24 March 2013 to the main park at Smithfield Library, 70 Cheviot Street, Smithfield 

from 08.30 till 12.00 noon for identification and the chance to win a cool prize!  

Learn more about tramp ants at: www.wettropics.gov.au/stampouttrampants. Suspected sightings of tramp ants should be reported 

to Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23 or contact Conservation Volunteers to arrange a visit to your property on 0428-828927.   

Native wildlife thanks you for your efforts! 
With thanks to our partners in (Not just a) Toad Day Out 2013. 

 

 

http://www.wettropics.gov.au/stampouttrampants

