
 

World Heritage Emblem Guidelines for use in Australia 

To promote and standardise use of the World Heritage emblem across Australia’s diverse 
World Heritage properties.  

1. The linked logo 2. The World Heritage 
emblem with text 

3. The World 
Heritage symbol 

4. Patrimonito 

 

 

     

   

Preferred by UNESCO (United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation). To be used 
wherever possible. 

Can be used if space 
and design do not 
permit the linked 
logo 

Limited use.  See 
FAQ 

Limited use. See 
FAQ 

 

The World Heritage emblem identifies the Outstanding Universal Value of properties 
inscribed on the World Heritage List. The emblem visually represents a network of nearly 
one thousand universally outstanding places. All world heritage property managers are 
encouraged to make use of the emblem. It is internationally recognised and, when used as 
part of the linked logo, will impart to a property the values of UNESCO - building peace, 
eradicating poverty, sustainable development and intercultural dialogue. 

Summary guidelines on use of the emblem: 

1. The Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention 
govern the use of the World Heritage emblem. These Guidelines on Use of the Emblem 
are based on the Operational Guidelines and include additional Australian policy.  

2. The Australian Government, currently though the Department of Sustainability, 
Environment, Water, Population and Communities (DSEWPaC), is the agreed national 
authority charged with managing the use of the emblem in Australia. 

3. DSEWPaC’s decision to approve use of the World Heritage emblem will be based on the 
World Heritage Convention’s Operational Guidelines instruction that it ‘should be linked 
strongly to the quality and content of the product with which it is associated... The main 
criterion for approval should be the educational, scientific, cultural, or artistic value of 
the proposed product related to World Heritage principles and values.’  



4. Property managers are encouraged to make broad use of the emblem, such as on 
property letterheads, brochures and staff uniforms. Further uses are examined in this 
publication. 

5. The emblem should only be used in relation to World Heritage properties. That is, the 
emblem should not be used in direct association with individuals (e.g. linked to a World 
Heritage property staff member’s name on a business card).  

6. Commercial uses will not typically be approved. Explanation of and exceptions to this 
policy are outlined in the following section. 

7. Except when expressly authorised, it is not permissible for commercial entities to use 
the emblem directly on their own material to show their support for World Heritage. 

8. Permission to use the emblem will generally only be granted to organisations with direct 
responsibility for management of Australia’s World Heritage properties. 

9. Use of the linked logo (illustration 1) is preferred to use of the World Heritage emblem 
alone. It is strongly recommended that the linked logo be used to identify a World 
Heritage property (e.g. on the introductory plaque, research publications, or in the 
visitors centre), but DSEWPaC recognises that use of the linked logo is not always 
practical and in many cases the emblem with text may be sufficient. 

10. The linked logo (illustration 1) must be used in the approved format, including the dots 
between the two components. 

11. There are limited instances in which the symbol alone (illustration 3) or the figure 
Patrimonito (illustration 4) can be used, which are outlined in the FAQ section. 

 

Examples for Use of the Four Emblem Forms: 

Introducing the emblem 

A plaque should be placed to commemorate the inscription of the property on the World 
Heritage List. The plaque should display the linked logo, along with the introductory text 
(see Operational Guideline number 271), and be easily visible without spoiling views of the 
property. Depending on the situation, either the emblem (illustration 2) or symbol 
(illustration 3) should be used on subsequent signs. 

Other ways to use the emblem 

The emblem should be used for all high-quality, non-commercial projects that have 
educational, scientific, cultural or artistic value which are significantly associated with the 
Convention and promote its work. 

The emblem can be used on items such as general property letterheads, banners, entry 
tickets, brochures, staff uniforms and at special events. The World Heritage emblem, with or 
without text, can also be used in artistic ways, such as a decorative motif, sculpture or 
painting. The appropriate form will, of course, depend on the use. 

If you would like to see in-situ examples of emblem use, please contact DSEWPaC. 



Capturing the emblem  

Capturing the emblem, or surrounding the emblem and text (like a property name) in a box, 
effectively creates a new logo and is not permissible. 

Using the emblem in publications 

You may request approval to use the emblem on any non-commercial property-related 
publications. These may include the property brochure, fact sheets, maps, the property’s 
official government-run website, the property’s news bulletin, etc. 

Using the emblem forms for commercial purposes  

Commercial use (sale of goods or services for profit) is unlikely to be approved. If agencies 
believe there is a particular value for the World Heritage Centre or concept in allowing 
commercial use, you should seek approval at the earliest convenience to ensure DSEWPaC, 
the Centre and the Director General of UNESCO have adequate time to consider the 
request. Approved commercial uses must be governed by a contract or agreement, and a 
fair share of the revenues will be given to the World Heritage Fund. Please contact 
DSEWPaC if you would like more information about commercial use and contracts. 

Association 

Care should be taken in associating the emblem with other symbols, words or images. It 
should not be placed alongside names, commercial sponsors’ logos, or images unrelated to 
World Heritage. 

Using the emblem on business cards, letterheads and signature blocks 

The emblem cannot be used to designate direct association with an individual on 
personalised business cards, letterheads and so on. 

Tour operators and other companies 

Permission to use the emblem will not be granted to travel agencies, airlines, or any type of 
business operating for predominantly commercial purposes, except under exceptional 
circumstances and when there is evident and demonstrated advantage to the World 
Heritage concept. 

Using the linked logo 

The UNESCO logo should be printed in black on a white background. The height of the 
emblem should not exceed the height of the UNESCO temple, and together they should 
achieve a visual balance where both logos have equal presence. All secondary text, for 
example, the property name, should sit directly alongside the Organisation Name in Arial, 
regular, and be the same size. The use of UNESCO’s logo is governed by the Directives 
Concerning the Use of the Name, Acronym, Logo and Internet Domain Names of UNESCO, 
which can be found at http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-
URL_ID=33000&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html 

http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=33000&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html�
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=33000&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html�


Process for approval: 

Approval for use of the World Heritage emblem is exercised by the World Heritage area 
within DSEWPaC (by agreement with the Australian National Commission for UNESCO). The 
World Heritage area within DSEWPaC is also responsible for liaising with the World Heritage 
Centre on use of the linked logo (illustration 1). 

Once you have checked your proposed use of the emblem complies with these guidelines, 
send the proposed design and any relevant information to DSEWPaC, which will consider 
approval for the use in consultation with the World Heritage Centre. Please submit requests 
before proceeding with production, allowing time for both organisations to consider all the 
information. 

You can contact DSEWPaC with any questions. 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

Where can I find a high-resolution version of the World Heritage emblem or linked logo? 

The linked logo, containing within it the World Heritage emblem, can be downloaded from 
the DSEWPaC website. Please contact the World Heritage area within DSEWPaC to obtain a 
username and password. 

There are signs, brochures, plaques or other materials at the World Heritage property 
already which have the emblem on them in a format which does not accord with these 
guidelines. Do I have to replace or modify them? 

No.  These guidelines do not apply retrospectively but set a course for future action. 

Can I change the colour, font, text or size of the emblem? 

The World Heritage emblem can be displayed in any colour or size, except where it is used 
as part of the linked logo. However, applications for use will be subjected to quality control. 
The emblem and its surrounding text should be reproduced according to the version 
received from DSEWPaC. 

If you are using the emblem and surrounding text, the text must read WORLD HERITAGE. 
PATRIMOINE MONDIAL. At properties significant to Aboriginal peoples and/or Torres Strait 
Islander peoples, or another cultural group which speaks a language other than English, the 
words PATRIMONIO MUNDIAL could be substituted for words of the same meaning in the 
relevant language. 

How can I use Patrimonito? 

The World Heritage Centre has developed a character based on the emblem, Patrimonito 
(illustration 4) to promote awareness of World Heritage preservation and conservation 
among young people. Its use should have scientific, educational, cultural or artistic value, 
and be non-commercial. Colour and size may be changed, but there should not be different 



colours for different parts of the body. Again, approval for use must be approved by 
DSEWPaC and the World Heritage Centre. 

When can I use the symbol? 

There are only specific cases where the World Heritage symbol (illustration 3) can be used 
alone. These are: 

1. Where there is not enough space for the use of the linked logo or the emblem with 
text (e.g. maps to mark the geographical position of a World Heritage property, spine 
of books, etc.); 

2. On large surfaces which are viewed from a distance (e.g. stadium billboards, public 
viewing screens, background panels in televised conferences, road signage); 

3. Where the logo is displayed in motion and can be viewed for only a very limited 
period of time (e.g. films); 

4. On non-commercial creative and artistic products (e.g. fashion items, monuments, 
artworks); 

5. As a watermark (when the linked logo appears in the same application);  
6. On plaques at World Heritage properties (when the linked logo appears on an 

introductory panel); and 
7. As a graphical element in print media (when the linked logo appears in the same 

application). 


