
A consequence wheel is  a diagram that shows the relationship between causes and effects. 
Consequence wheels can be simple or complex. You have been asked to complete a 
complicated one with at least six levels. 

Start by putting an issue or decision into the middle of a page. This is the first level of  your 
consequence wheel. For example:

Now, write down the possible consequences of this event. These consequences form the second 
level of your consequence wheel. For example:

Now, add the consequences for the issues raised in the second level of  your wheel. These new 
consequences form the third level of  your consequence wheel. For example:

The consequence wheel above has  three levels. To add a fourth level you would need to ask 
questions like:

• What is the consequence of the lagoon becoming crowded?

• What is the consequence of increased obesity rates?

• What is the consequence of the Cairns electricity supply overloading?

What is a CONSEQUENCE WHEEL?
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Temperature in Cairns 
increases 2 degrees Celsius

Less people involved in 
outdoor sports

Temperature in Cairns 
increases 3 degrees Celsius

More people hospitalised 
with heat exhaustion

Air conditioners in greater 
use

More people swimming at 
Cairns Lagoon

Hospital becomes 
overcrowded

Elderly forced to 
stay indoors

Aged care facilities invoke 
10am to 2pm curfew on 

elderly residents

Electrical stores profit

Cairns’ electricity supply 
overloads in summer.

Outdoor gear businesses go 
bankrupt

More education on effective 
air conditioner use

Lagoon becomes 
crowded

Obesity rates increase

Cairns Esplanade 
businesses profit

Less people involved in 
outdoor sports

Temperature in Cairns 
increases 3 degrees Celsius

More people hospitalised 
with heat exhaustion

Air conditioners in greater 
use

More people swimming at 
Cairns Lagoon


