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SAVING THE BIG BIRDS [
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WHEN YOU THINK OF A CASSOWARY, AN IMAGE MAY APPEAR OF YOU WALKING PEACEFULLY IN N
A RAINFOREST WHEN SUDDENLY YOU ARE CONFRONTED BY A FRIGHTENING CREATIVE OF
IMPRESSIVE SIZE WITH COARSE, GLOSSY BLACK PLUMAGE, TALL HELMET AND BRILLIANT RED
AND BLUE NECK WATTLES AND HUGE CLAWED FEET. YOUR FIRST INSTINCT IS TO RUN.
UNFORTUNATELY THIS MAGNIFICENT BIRD IS ITSELF THREATENED AND WAS OFFICIALLY LISTED =
AS ENDANGERED IN EARLY 1999.
YOUR CLASS HAS BEEN COMMISSIONED TO FORM ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION TEAMS (EA.T)
70 DEVISE WAYS TO SAVE THE CASSOWARY FROM EXTINCTION.
aﬂ
. FORM INTO E.A.T'S WITH 3 OR 4 MEMBERS. 2\?
. IDENTIFY 3 THREATS USING PHAMPHETS, BOOKS, VIDEO, WEB SITES. CONSIDER: N \\ P
(] HABITAT LOSS NSO\ Y
C] VEHICLE ACCIDENTS/ MOTORIST BEHAVIOURS // 4
] DOG ATTACKS/FERAL ANIMALS =t
(] HUMAN INTERVENTION -
. LIST CONSERVATION CONTROLS THAT CAN BE ESTABLISHED FOR EACH THREAT, A
(] E6: DOG CONTROL, TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT, HABITAT CORRIDORS, RESPONSE TO s
SICK AND INJURED CASSOWARIES, LIVING WITH CASSOWARIES. g
({8
. SELECT ONE CONSERVATION MEASURE.
[] (TALK TO YOUR TEACHER AND CLASS MEMBERS SO THAT A VARIETY OF % 3
PROTECTION MEASURES WILL BE PRESENTED). ) P=
. RESEARCH CURRENT METHODS AND THEIR SUCCESSES AND DIFFICULTIES. 7o %
o oo

. DEVELOP A PLAN

[ T0 CONVINCE YOUR PARENTS AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC OF THE EASE AND VALUE
OF SAVING THE CASSOWARY WITH THIS MEASURE.
YOUR PLAN SHOULD USE PRACTICAL IDEAS THAT THE COMMUNITY CAN ADOPT.

. PRESENT YOUR E.A.TS PROPOSALS TO THE CLASS.

LI REFINE, IF NECESSARY, THEN CREATE A SLIDESHOW PRESENTATION USING YOUR
FAVOURITE SOFTWARE - POWERPOINT, APPLE PRESENTATIONS OR HYPERSTUDIO.

. PRESENT TO CLASS, OTHER CLASSES, PARENTS AND / OR COMMUNITY GROUPS.
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SAVING THE BIG BIRDS

ACTIVITY ASSESSMENT /N
\ \w\?\
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W
1. GROUP WORK

LI SHARING THE WORK:
DID EACH 6ROUP MEMBER GET A TASK SUITED TO THEIR SKILLS AND
TIME ALLOCATED?

L] WORKING WELL WITH OTHERS;
DID EACH 6ROUP MEMBER LISTEN TO, SHARE IDEAS AND SHARE RESOURCES
WITH EACH OTHER?

LI COMPLETES ASSIGNED TASKS;
DID EACH GROUP FINISH THEIR PART ON TIME?

2, RESEARCH

LI USES CLASS TIME EFFECTIVELY:
DID EACH 6ROUP MEMBER STAY ON TASK?

LI USES A VARIETY OF SOURCES FOR INFORMATION

LI RECORDS INFORMATION EFFECTIVELY: =
DID THE GROUP RECORD THEIR INFORMATION IN A WAY THAT WAS
EASY TO USE?

3. CONTENT 0 5

LI INFORMATION IS IMPORTANT AND RELEVANT;
DID THE PROPOSAL OFFER REALISTIC STRATEGIES?

LI INCLUDES DETAILS;
BACKGROUND INFORMATION VARIOUS STRATEGIES

L] INCLUDES REFERENCES;

4. PRESENTATION %
(1 CONTAINS LOGICAL SEQUENCE OF INFORMATION A
(1 DEMONSTRATES EFFECTIVE GRAPHIC DESIEN
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OTHER MEMBERS OF GROUP:

DES RATOR

1. GREEN HAT THINKING (GENERATE DIFFERENT IDEAS)

1 2. CAF (CONSIDER ALL FACTORS)
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Land Cleared for:
Farming
Urban development
Tourist development

Logging

\

HABITAT

RAINFOREST

Predators
Crocodiles
Pythons

|

protect your front

Use backpack to ]

\

Do not

get out
of vehicle

|

Back away Slow down Dump scraps
slowly carefully
Do not Look for Never hand ‘ Control at Report injured
pick up chicks signs feed nights birds
Avoid Drive Do Not Control Report
Confrontation]] Carefully Feed Pets Sightings

Dingos
Native cats

Violent Death
Eggs, chicks eaten
by feral dogs, pigs
& goannas
Vehicle accidents
Shooting

Disease
Avian TB
Aspergillosis

Poisoning
Rat bait poison

LIVING WITH CASSOWARIES

used on pigs in
cane fields

Food Dispenser
*‘rainforest gardener’
* spreads large

rainforest seeds

Food Shortage
* may cause fatalities
in juveniles
* may eat earth

Other Food
Insects, snails,
fungi,small animals
(rats) carrion

Frugivore
(fruit eater)
- 99% of diet

Seasonal
Foods

CASSOWARY

HABITAT

Tropical Wet
(Jan - March) Cluster figs, pothos,
white beech, Leichardt pine,
walking stick palm

|
Tropical Wet
moving into dry season
(April - June)
figs, pandanus, laural, walnut

|

OTHER HABITATS
USED

\

Melaleuca Forests &
swamps figs, pandanus,
laural, walnut

Tropical Dry
extending into Tropical Wet
(Oct - Dec) Plenty of food

RAINFOREST
Most time spent
in rainforest

\

MALE
[.5 metres
38 kilograms av

SIZE

DISTRIBUTION

bCH'CKd JUVENILE/
rown an SUB ADULT
FEMALE white striped brown
1.5 metres
47 kilograms av ADULT
black glossy
feathers
CAMOUFLAGE
A ()
MEMBER OF THE
RATITE FAMILY
\
Casque
Identifies individuals
\
Tails
males drooping tail;
females doesn't droop
AN
Plumage
coarse, glossy, black
N\
BREEDING TIME Head & Neck
May - June blue neck, red wattles
= AN
NESTING Legs & Feet

Tropical rainforest
from Cooktown to Paloma and
isolated rainforest sites on Cape

York Peninsular

Lays several blue/green
eggs on forest floor -
average 4

up to 180 mm long,
3 toes; middle one large

\

EGGS
Males include eggs (July -

Sept) for about 50 days

\

P

Each bird has a particular
territory (home range)

—

[ Eucalypt Woodland

especially white walnut

l

MIND MAP |

Tropical Dry
(July - Sept) Quandongs
lowland trees fruiting best

Photocopy as required.

\

Mangrove Forest

\

[ Beach/Foreshore

\

Zones of male
cassowaries may overlap

—

\

\

CHICKS

Adult male rears chicks
for about 12 months if

food is plentiful

|

Female territory may overlap
several male territories

|

\
SUB ADULT
Evicted from males
territory - most
vulnerable
\
ADULT
Some adults may live up
to 30 years in the wild




- — ]ﬁ
) |

I / /[ {

MIND MAP |

CASSOWARY [ ‘ ] |
mm
]] \]‘\‘\]J‘ ]
3 \\]l \]1 \]]
. -




CASSOWARY

= u\
7 S
/ % Y \\
"4 m ONLINE REPORT
(I
NAME STUDENT OR CLASS NAME
YEAR LEVEL
SCHOOL (THIS INFORMATION WILL BE PUBLISHED TOGETHER
WITH THE REPORT)
SUBJECT IDENTIFICATION
COMMON NAME SOUTHERN CASSOWARY
SCIENTIFIC NAME CASUARIUS CASUARIUS
NICKNAME (IS THERE A SPECIAL NAME OR PHRASE USED TO
DESCRIBE THE CASSOWARY?)
DESCRIPTION SPECIES CATEGORY (AUSTRALIA'S ZND LARGEST, FLIGHTLESS, TROPICAL BIRD)
WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE? (PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION, SIZE, COLOUR, APPEARANCE)
WHAT DOES IT EAT? (DESCRIPTION OF EATING HABITS AND FAVOURITE FOODS)
DESCRIBE THEIR BREEDING (MATING BEHAVIOUR, NUMBER OF EG6S, MALE
RESPONSIBILITIES, CHICKS)
ENVIRONMENT | HABITAT
TERRITORY
BEHAVIOUR
PROBLEMS DESCRIBE WHY THE LOSS OF HABITAT, REMNANT RAINFOREST AREAS, LOSS
CASSOWARY HAS BECOME FOOD SUPPLY, INTRODUCED ANIMALS, DOMESTICATED
ENDANGERED ANIMALS, HUMAN BEHAVIOUR (MOTORISTS, FEEDING OF
CASSOWARIES, FENCES).
SOLUTIONS WHAT CAN BE DONE TO HELP | STEPS BEING UNDERTAKEN TO RAISE COMMUNITY
AWARENESS, SIMPLE THING TO DO TO REDUCE THREATS,
PLANS FOR HABITATS CORRIDORS, CASSOWARY
ADVISORY GROUP. MANAGEMENT PLANS.
SUMMARY DESCRIBE WHY YOU CHOOSE TO STUDY THIS BIRD, AND
ADD ANY INFORMATION OR INTERESTING FACTS THAT
HAVEN'T BEEN INCLUDED IN OTHER AREAS.
REFERENCES LIST ALL REFERENCES BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, VIDEOS, WWW.SITES
PRESENTATION | THE ENDANGERED SPECIES EMAIL REPORTS TYPED ONTO EMAIL
REPORTS CAN BE SUBMITTED ARE ACCEPTED AND THEY WILL BE
IN TWO FORMS. PROCESSED BY SCHOOLWORLD.
HTML REPORTS CAN BE WRITTEN AS HTML
AND SUBMITTED ON EMAIL OR AS
ATTACHMENTS. THEY WILL BE CHECKED
THEN PROCESSED FOR DISPLAY.
GRAPHICS ALL GRAPHICS SHOULD BE SENT AS EMAIL
ATTACHMENTS ONLY IN EITHER GIF OR JPEG FORMAT
(ASK THE TECHNOLOGY EXPERT AT YOUR SCHOOL).
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CASSOWARY MIME

Southern Cassowary

Loves to eat rainforest fruits

Colour him in and draw some
fruit for him to eat,

Cut him out and attach a
ruler to the reverse.
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CASSOWARY
MIME

Cassowary Foot

Best photocopied or pasted
onto card. Can use cut-out
‘ankle' section as eggs.

Cut out foot and
along dotted line




