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Positive identification of weeds
is difficult!
This weed identification deck has been developed to aid weed recognition
and should be used as a guide only. Many plants can look very similar,
so weeds can be mistaken for natives and vice versa.
The pest plants contained in this identification deck spread quickly and vigorously.
They damage local native flora and fauna, diminish land value and some cause
health problems. It is important for all members of the community to contribute
to pest plant control.
There are many factors which make weeds hard to deal with. The two main issues
are noticing a weed on a property and identifying the weed and its subsequent
control methods.
If you think you have found a pest plant, you should take a cutting and obtain positive
identification and latest control information. Positive identification should be obtained
before any steps are taken to control particular plants.
Identification and control options can be obtained from your local government’s weed
inspector or your local Department of Natural Resources and Mines’ Land Protection
Officer. Plant identification can also be obtained via samples sent to the Queensland
Herbarium (see page 6 for instructions on sample preparation).
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How to prepare a sample
for the Herbarium
All specimens must be dried before sending. Using moderate pressure, press
specimens between sheets of newspaper until dry (usually several days). This also applies
to water plants. Include a small branch or portion of the stem about 20-30 cm long with
leaves, flowers and/or fruits attached. Include the whole plant for small plants, grasses
and sedges. For plants with large leaves or flower-heads, include a sample of the top
and base of leaves or heads, and the dimensions of the whole leaf or flower-head.
Collect enough material to make at least two sets of specimens and clearly
number each set. Keep one set and send the other for identification. Specimens are
not returned. If the specimen falls apart, keep all the pieces together. Include notes giving
location of plant, collector’s name, date of collection, the plant’s habit and flower colour
and any other information you think is relevant for each specimen. Pack the dried
specimens flat, each in a folder of newspaper, with some cardboard packing around
the bundle. Do not glue or tape specimens to the paper.
Put your name and address on the package and include a covering letter.
Send the package to:

Identification and Advisory Service, Queensland Herbarium,
Brisbane Botanic Gardens,
Mt Coo-tha Road
TOOWONG QLD 4066
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African tulip

(BIGNONIACEAE)

Spathodea campanulata
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African tulip
Spathodea campanulata
Description
• Showy, fast-growing, evergreen tree to 25 m tall, somewhat buttressed.
• Bark is rough and greenish grey-brown with small white lenticels.
• Leaves compound, opposite, pinnate, glossy green; 7-1 oval leaflets
(6-12 cm long) alternate or opposite.
• Large, bell-shaped flowers, 8-12 cm long, bright crimson-red, sometimes with yellow
frilled edge, swollen on one side, 5-lobed, in clusters at the ends of branches.
• Fruit is a long dagger-like woody capsule, with many seeds.
• Seeds are light and winged and can be carried long distances even by gentle
breezes.

Habitat
• Occurring naturally in tropical and sub-tropical west Africa, African tulip tree
was introduced here as an ornamental. It readily invades disturbed rainforest
and river systems, as well as cleared, unmanaged land.
• Has the ability to sucker along its root system and grow from cuttings.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Camphor laurel

(LAURACEAE)

Cinnamomum camphora
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Camphor laurel
Cinnamomum camphora
Description
• Fast growing, evergreen tree to 20 m.
• Scaly grey bark.
• Leaves simple, alternate (sometimes opposite) oval to elliptical 6-10 cm long
x 3-6 cm wide, shiny above, waxy bluish-green below, 3-nerved, characteristic
smell of camphor when crushed.
• Masses of small, cream, fragrant flowers.
• Fruits are berry-like, spherical, 7-8 mm across, green at first and then changing to
black when ripe, containing a single seed.

Habitat
• Introduced from Asia as an ornamental, Camphor laurel has the potential to
develop dense infestations in rainforest, along water courses and in clearings.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Caribbean pine

(PINACEAE)

Pinus caribaea
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Caribbean pine
Pinus caribaea
Description
• Evergreen tree to 30 m with broad, rounded crown, often free of branches
to a considerable height.
• Grey to reddish-brown bark, fissured, sheds in wide flat plates.
• Deep-green needles, 15-25 cm long, usually in bundles of 3, and rarely 4, 5 or 2,
crowded at the ends of branches.
• Glossy brown cones, about 5-10 cm long and 2.5-3.5 cm wide when closed.
Each cone scale has a small prickle.
• Winged seeds usually mottled grey or light brown.

Habitat
• Originally from the West Indies and Central America, this tree is an aggressive
species that tolerates hard conditions.
• Seeds are blown into paperbark and open eucalypt forests where they can form
dense stands, excluding other vegetation and altering fire regimes.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Cucumber tree

(BIGNONIACEAE)

Parmentiera aculeata
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Cucumber tree
Parmentiera aculeata
Description
• Small to large tree with short, thick trunk and pale bark.
• Branches with short stout spines at nodes.
• Leaves compound, opposite, trifoliate, on long narrowly-winged leaf stalks,
three elliptical leaflets each 4-8 cm long.
• Flowers in leaf axils, along branches and on trunk on the old wood, trumpet
shaped, green with brown-purple lines, 5-6.5 cm long.
• Ridged, red-stained, yellow-green cucumber-like fruit, 11-17 cm long and 2-3 cm
wide, often curved.

Habitat
• Native to Central America, this tree was introduced as an ornamental for its edible
fruits. It has invaded rainforest in the Barron and Mulgrave catchments,
outcompeting native rainforest trees.

Declaration
Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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East Indian mahogany

(MELIACEAE)

Chukrasia velutina
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East Indian mahogany
Chukrasia velutina
Description
• Deciduous medium to large tree, 30-40 m in height.
• Bark surface rusty brown or deep brown, deeply fissured or cracked, with obvious lenticels.
• Leaves compound, alternate, pinnate with 4-9 pairs of alternate hairy leaflets without an
end leaflet.
• Large pink to white flowers on stalks in the leaf axils.
• Capsules large (4 x 3.5 cm), rounded, woody, contain 60-100 seeds winged at one end.

Habitat
• Dominant native of high rainfall lowland forest from Bangladesh to Thailand.
• Regarded as a pioneer species, it can colonise bare ground and road cuttings
in its natural range. The species was introduced to the Atherton Tableland and Mulgrave
Valley in the 1960s as a cabinet timber. It has prolific seed production and a tremendous
potential for spread through wind-borne seeds. It is now steadily expanding its range by
colonizing disturbed areas within rainforest, on rainforest edges and in cleared areas.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Guava or Yellow guava

(MYRTACEAE)

Psidium guajava
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Guava or Yellow guava
Psidium guajava
Description
• Tree to 4-8 m with a dense bushy canopy.
• Smooth light reddish brown to grey bark, with four-angled branchlets.
• Leaves opposite, oval (7-15 cm long x 3-5 cm wide), leathery,
with prominent veins.
• Large (2.5 cm wide) white-petalled flowers with prominent stamens,
on 1-2 cm hairy stalks in leaf axils.
• Round fruits, 8 cm diameter, with pink flesh and yellow skins, containing
many yellowish seeds.

Habitat
• Native to tropical America, guava was introduced here for its fruit.
• Invades disturbed rainforest and abandoned areas, forming dense thickets.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Harungana

(CLUSIACEAE)

Harungana madagascariensis
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Harungana
Harungana madagascariensis
Description
• Tree 10-15 m high, with bright orange-coloured bark exudate.
• Distinctive broad egg-shaped and opposite leaves, 10-20 cm long x 6-10 cm wide.
• Whitish, very small, fragrant flowers dotted with black glands in terminal
inflorescences.
• Small (2-3 mm), orange-brown, fleshy fruits with 2-4 seeds each.

Habitat
• This tree is a pioneer species native to Madagascar, Mauritius and tropical Africa
where it grows on the margins of wet forests and in regrowth after disturbance.
In North Queensland it grows on well-drained soils and also withstands poor
drainage on alluvium. It favours water courses and rainforest edges and roads,
and will also invade cyclone-damaged rainforest and gaps in rainforest caused
by fallen trees or landslips. Harungana grows at all altitudes and can form
dense thickets to the exclusion of all other species.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Leucaena

(MIMOSACEAE)

Leucaena leucocephala
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Leucaena
Leucaena leucocephala
Description
• Shrub or small tree to 7 m tall.
• Dark-green, alternate, feathery leaves with many pairs of oblong leaflets.
• Small, round, cream, wattle-like “ball” flowers, about 12 mm across, single
or in pairs in leaf axils.
• Flat, green pods turns pale to dark-brown when mature, 8-20 cm long and 1.5-2
cm wide, clustered, with about 20 flat oval glossy brown seeds (6 mm long).

Habitat
• A native of Central America, Leucaena has the potential to form dense stands
along streams and on roadsides and in other disturbed areas, inhibiting growth
of other species and reducing ground cover. A serious environmental weed.
• Shattering of pods causes local dispersal of seeds in the vicinity of the parent
plant, while vehicles and flowing water disperse seeds longer distances.
• Prolific seed producer, reestablishes from basal shoots after fire.

Declaration
Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Miconia

(MELASTOMATACEAE)

Miconia calvescens
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Miconia
Miconia calvescens
Description
• A small evergreen shade tolerant tree to 15 m.
• Large (60-70 cm long) attractive leaves are dark green above and reddish-purple
beneath, with three prominent ivory veins on each leaf.
• Flowering and fruiting begin after 4-5 years.
• Numerous flowers are sweet-scented, white to pink and short-lived
(12-24 hrs after opening).
• Mature fruit are dark purple to black fleshy berries, 10-15 mm in diameter
in panicles, each fruit containing up to 200 seeds.

Habitat
• A native of Central America, Miconia aggressively invades rainforest forming
dense stands and shading out native plants.
• Mature plants can produce up to 3 million seeds several times per year,
creating a massive soil seed bank.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area and is a declared plant in Queensland. For further information on declaration
status refer to the NR&M Pest Fact series.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Pond apple

(ANNONACEAE)

Annona glabra
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Pond apple
Annona glabra
Description
• Semi-deciduous tree usually 3-6 m in height. Normally single-trunked and narrowly buttressed,
but seeds germinating in groups often fuse and give the appearance of multi-stemmed plants.
• Stems are grey, thin-barked with prominent lenticels.
• 7-12 cm leaves may yellow in dry season, prominent midrib is depressed on the upper surface,
petiole grooved on the upper surface.
• Cream-white flowers open from a 3-angled bud, with the 3 outer petals marked with a bright red spot
near the base on the inner surface, inner petals with a yellow spot near the base on inner surface.
• Fruit are 5-8 cm in diameter, green, apple-shaped and have stringy orange flesh and a large
number of pumpkin-like seeds.

Habitat
• Native to tropical North, Central and South America and coastal west Africa, Pond apple is an
extremely aggressive plant that invades seasonally inundated wetlands, swamps, mangroves and
creeks and rivers including farm drainage systems, forming dense thickets that prevent the
regeneration of native plants and replace native ecosystems. The seed floats and can survive
long periods of immersion, giving this plant the opportunity for spread over very long distances.

Declaration
Pond Apple is listed as a Weed of National Significance and as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics
World Heritage Area. Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Rain tree

(MIMOSACEAE)

Samanea saman
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Rain tree
Samanea saman
Description
• Large to massive, evergreen, spreading, umbrella-shaped and symmetrical tree
to 60 m tall with the crown up to 80 m broad.
• Grey very coarsely flaky bark.
• Leaves alternate, bipinnate, 25-40 cm long, with 2-8 pairs of primary leaflets
each with 2 - 7 paired stalkless leaflets with a glandular dot between each pair.
• Flowerheads clustered near the ends of twigs, each cluster on a green hairy stalk
7-10 cm long, with many small tubular flowers with greenish petals and dark
pink stamens.
• Black woody seed pods are oblong, flat, 20-25 cm long x 2 cm wide,
each with several oblong, reddish-brown seeds around 1 cm long.

Habitat
• Native to central and south America, Rain trees have been widely planted
for shade, and are able to spread into native forests, particularly along
stream margins.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Anzac flower or Tree daisy

(ASTERACEAE)

Montanoa hibiscifolia

30

P

Anzac flower or Tree daisy
Montanoa hibiscifolia
Description
• Perennial, scarcely-branching shrub/small tree up to 6 m high.
• Leaves deeply palmately lobed, up to 25 cm long and 25 cm wide, dark green
above and paler below, softly hairy on both surfaces, with a pair of lobes at the
base of the leaf blade.
• Daisy-like flowers, about 4 cm across, ray petals white and disc yellow, profuse,
in terminal branched inflorescences.
• Reddish-brown dry fruits look like old papery flower heads, one-seeded,
do not open to release the seed.

Habitat
• Tree Daisy is a native of Central America and was introduced to Far North
Queensland as a garden plant. Invades rainforest margins, gullies and road
embankments.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Barleria

(ACANTHACEAE)

Barleria prionitis
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Barleria
Barleria prionitis
Description
• A robust, prickly shrub to about 1 m high.
• 3-5 sharp, pale-coloured spines 1-2 cm long, in leaf axils.
• Branches are smooth, brown and roughly square in cross-section.
• Oval leaves 10-12 cm long with a pointed tip ending in a short spine.
• Yellow, tubular flowers about 4 cm long with long projecting stamens occur in
upright spikes at the top of the plant.
• Seed capsule is oval-shaped and about 18 mm long, tapering into a 6 mm long
beak. Seeds are large (8 mm long and 5 mm wide), flat and covered in matted
hairs.

Habitat
• Barleria is a native to tropical Asia, Africa and India that invades open woodland
habitats and along watercourses, surviving the dry season and growing
vigorously with onset of the wet. It can form dense prickly thickets.

Declaration
Currently not declared although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Chinee apple

(RHAMNACEAE)

Ziziphus mauritiana
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Chinee apple
Ziziphus mauritiana
Description
• A thorny, spreading, deciduous shrub to 8 m high and 10 m wide, with densely
branched stems.
• Branches are zigzag with a leaf and a thorn at each inflection point.
• Three-nerved leaves are rounded, alternate, glossy green above and almost white
beneath, margins toothed, elliptical but asymetrical at base.
• Small, greenish-white flowers in clusters in the leaf axils have an unpleasant smell.
• Round, edible fruits are pale yellow or orange when ripe, and similar in size and
structure to a cherry.

Habitat
• Chinee Apple is a native to southern Asia and eastern Africa, and was imported
for its fruits by miners last century. It is now widespread in the drier parts of the
tropics in cleared areas, areas of sparse vegetation, along water courses and in
exposed areas and can form dense thickets which restrict stock management,
accessibility and land productivity.

Declaration
This species is a declared plant in Queensland. For further information on
declaration status refer to the NR&M Pest Fact series.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Coffee

(RUBIACEAE)

Coffea arabica
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Coffee
Coffea arabica
Description
• An often multi-stemmed shrub or small tree 2-5 m tall.
• Tiered branches.
• Leaves glossy deep-green, smooth-edged, in opposite pairs.
• Attractive small white fragrant flowers are clustered along the branches in leaf
axils. In shaded conditions the flowers may remain closed and automatically selfpollinate.
• Fruit is bright red when ripe, each containing two “beans” which, when extracted,
dried and roasted, are our familiar coffee beans.

Habitat
• Native of mountain rainforest understorey in Ethiopia.
• In north Queensland, this shade tolerant plant has invaded undisturbed rainforest
and rainforest margins on the Atherton Tableland.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector
or your NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Giant bramble

(ROSACEAE)

Rubus alceifolius
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Giant bramble
Rubus alceifolius
Description
• A vigorous, scrambling, perennial shrub.
• Stems become thick canes to 5 m long, covered with a felt of brown hairs and
scattered hooked thorns.
• Alternate leaves are large (12-14 cm across), green above and velvety brown
below, densely hairy, deeply notched at the base, about seven shallow lobes,
finely serrated.
• White flowers in clusters at the end of short secondary canes.
• Fruit is an edible aggregate ‘berry’, red when ripe (Sept-Oct).

Habitat
• A native of South-east Asia, Giant Bramble is capable of smothering other
plants and forming dense thickets. It readily invades wet gullies, creekbanks,
the perimeter of rainforest, pastures and roads, tracks and other clearings.
Giant Bramble can be confused with the native bramble, commonly called
‘wild raspberry’ which has differently-shaped leaves.

Declaration
This species is a declared plant for the local government areas of Cairns,
Johnstone and Eacham. For further information on declaration status refer
to the NR&M Pest Fact series.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Giant sensitive plant

(MIMOSACEAE)

Mimosa diplotricha

40

A

Giant sensitive plant
Mimosa diplotricha
Description
• A shrubby, climbing or sprawling annual that behaves like a perennial vine
in certain years.
• Stem branches profusely, often scrambling over other plants, conspicuously
4-angled, the angles lined with sharp, hooked thorns.
• Leaves bright green, feather like, and slightly sensitive to touch.
• Small pink staminate flowers, round, about 12 mm across on short stalks in leaf
axils.
• Numerous pods clustered in leaf axils, each about 25 mm long and 6 mm wide
when ripe, clothed with small prickles. Each pod breaks into 4 or 5 one-seeded
pieces. Seeds are very long-lived in the soil.

Habitat
• Native to Brazil, Giant sensitive plant is now naturalised in the high rainfall
areas of coastal North Queensland. The plant will choke out cane, other crops
and grassland.

Declaration
This species is a declared plant. For further information on declaration status
refer to the NR&M Pest Fact series.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Golden dewdrops

(VERBENACEAE)

Duranta erecta (syn. D. repens)
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Golden dewdrops
Duranta erecta (syn. D. repens)
Description
• Vigorous shrub or small tree to 7 m high.
• Drooping, spiny branches.
• Leaves opposite, stalked, egg-shaped, 2-8 cm long.
• Blue tubular flowers, 1 cm long, in sprays up to 20 cm long.
• Bright yellow fruits, spherical, 5-10 mm across.

Habitat
• Native to tropical America, Golden dewdrops was introduced to Australia
as an ornamental.
• Invades disturbed areas.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Hairy senna

(CAESALPINIACEAE)

Senna hirsuta
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Hairy senna
Senna hirsuta
Description
• Perennial shrub to 3 m.
• Single or multi-stemmed, becoming woody with age.
• Pinnate leaves with 2-6 pairs of hairy leaflets 4-9 cm long, ribbed leaf stalk has a
prominent conical gland at the base.
• Yellow flowers clustered in groups of 5 – 8 on upper branches.
• Hairy, cylindrical pods 10-14 cm long each contain 50-90 round dull seeds.

Habitat
• Native to America, Hairy senna readily invades disturbed areas such as
roadsides, fencelines, creek banks and the edges of rainforest.

Declaration
Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Japanese sunflower

(ASTERACEAE)

Tithonia diversifolia
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Japanese sunflower
Tithonia diversifolia
Description
• Erect thicket-forming shrub to 3 m tall.
• Alternate leaves, deeply divided into 3-7 pointed and serrated lobes that are
wedge-shaped at the base, dull-green on the upper surface and pale green and
velvet-like on the underside, 10-30 cm long and 5-15 cm wide.
• Bright yellow sunflower-like flowers, 6-10 cm wide, on the ends of stalks
in the forks of the upper leaves.
• Narrow, brown seeds with silky hairs and a crown of flat papery scales.

Habitat
• Native to Mexico and Central America, Japanese sunflower is now widespread
and common in FNQ. It is found on roadsides, banks, unmanaged land and
fire-degraded hillslopes.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Lantana

(VERBENACEAE)

Lantana camara
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Lantana
Lantana camara
Description
• Scrambling, heavily-branched shrub to 4 m high.
• Grows as either a compact clump, dense thicket or scrambler.
• Stems are four-angled when young, rounded when mature, with numerous
short prickles.
• Leaves are bright green above, paler beneath, about 6 cm long, with slightly
rounded-toothed margins, strongly veined, aromatic when crushed.
• Flowers mainly pink, yellow, orange and red, in compact heads to 2.5 cm wide.
• Fruits are fleshy, rounded, glossy and purplish-black when ripe.

Habitat
• A native of tropical America, Lantana was introduced to Australia as a garden
plant. It is now naturalised in pastures, native vegetation, roadsides and gullies
of most coastal and sub-coastal areas of Queensland, mainly on richer soils.
• Toxic to stock.

Declaration
Lantana is listed as a Weed of National Significance, and an Undesirable
Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area. Currently not declared although
its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Mimosa pigra

(MIMOSACEAE)

Mimosa pigra
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Mimosa pigra
Mimosa pigra
Description
• An erect multi-branched shrub to 5 m.
• Stem thorns are 5 to 10 mm long.
• Bright green leaves are 20 cm long, prickly, feather-like, leaflets folding together
when touched and at night.
• Flowers are pink, ball-shaped and about 1-2 cm across, from leaf axil.
• Flattened seedpods are hairy, brown when mature and contain 20-25 oblong,
brown or green flat seeds.

Habitat
• This native of tropical America is now a very serious problem in the Northern
Territory where it infests swampy areas, floodplains and along watercourses.
There is a huge potential for its spread in FNQ.

Declaration
This species is a declared plant in Queensland and is also listed as a Weed of
National Significance. For further information on declaration status refer to
the NR&M Pest Fact series.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Privet broad-leaved and small-leaved (OLEACEAE)
Ligustrum lucidum (broad) and Ligustrum sinense (small)
broad-leaved
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Privet

broad-leaved and small-leaved

Ligustrum lucidum (broad) and Ligustrum sinense (small)
Description – Privet broad-leaved
• Perennial small tree to 10 m, sometimes a dense shrub. Shoots hairless.
• Leaves oval, glossy, dark green, 5-12 x 3-6 cm.
• Small cream-white flowers in clusters up to 20 cm long.
• Small (8 mm across) egg-shaped fruit, purplish or black, in bunches at ends of stems.

Description – Privet small-leaved
• Densely branched perennial shrub to 5 m high. Shoots densely hairy.
• Small, dull green, oval leaves to 6 cm long, hairy on midrib below. Leaf stalk hairy.
• Fragrant white flowers in clusters up to 10 cm long.
• Small (6 mm diameter) dull black-purple berries approximately 5 mm in diameter.

Habitat
• Broad-leaved Privet is native to China, Japan and Korea, while Small-leaved privet
is from China. Both were introduced to Australia as garden plants.
• Invade rainforest margins, regrowth and wet schlerophyll forest, and are also found
in pastures and disturbed gullies and creek banks.
• Extremely aggressive, forming dense thickets.

Declaration
These species are listed as Undesirable Plants in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although their control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Sanchezia

(ACANTHACEAE)

Sanchezia parvibracteata
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Sanchezia
Sanchezia parvibracteata
Description
• A shade-loving shrub to approximately 5 m with smooth squarish stems.
• Large, dark green leaves, 12-25 cm long x 7 cm wide, with striking yellow midrib
and lateral venation.
• At the ends of branches are spikes (up to 16 cm long) of tubular, showy, yellow
and red flowers, each with stamens extended beyond its tube.

Habitat
• Native to tropical South America, Sanchezia was introduced as an ornamental
garden plant.
• Reproduces vegetatively with broken fragments easily taking root. It also suckers
profusely, hence can form dense thickets under rainforest edges, especially along
creeks and other damp, low-lying areas. Invasions are usually associated with
nearby gardens.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Siam weed

(ASTERACEAE)

Chromolaena odorata
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Siam weed
Chromolaena odorata
Description
• An erect or sprawling, fast-growing shrub, able to scramble over vegetation including
trees, to 20 m. Rootstock is perennial, while the stem is annual, dying back in the dry
season and reshooting after rain.
• Yellowish slender round stems, sparsely hairy, much branched, lateral branches
in pairs, forms a dense tangled bush.
• Leaves are soft green, slightly hairy on both sides, roughly triangular and toothed on
edges, 3 distinctive pitchfork veins, pungent smell when crushed.
• Flowers are pale lilac, maturing to pink, tubular with protruding 2-branched stigmas,
in terminal clusters.
• Masses of small brown seeds, each with a tuft of hairs white at first and brown when
dry, small barbs that adhere to clothing, animals and machinery.

Habitat
• Native to Central and South America, Siam weed is a rapid invader of wet / dry tropical
areas. It threatens native vegetation, pastures and many crops, and is toxic to stock.
• Looks similar to Blue top (Ageratum spp.), but leaves are softer, more triangular and less
serrated. Growth habit very similar to lantana.
• Shade intolerant. Produces chemical that inhibits growth of other plants.

Declaration
This is a declared plant. For further information on declaration status,
refer to the NR&M Pest Fact series.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Sicklepod

(CAESALPINIACEAE)

Senna obtusifolia
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Sicklepod
Senna obtusifolia
Description
• A vigorous, very competitive shrub, 1.5-2.5 m high and 1 m wide.
• Usually an annual, but plants which have been slashed often reshoot, flower
and last for a further year.
• Leaves are divided into 3 pairs of opposite leaflets each about 3 cm long
and 2 cm wide, rounded at the tip, with a pungent odour when crushed.
• Yellow flowers about 1 cm across with 5 petals, in pairs in axils of upper leaves.
• Pod is slender, sickle-shaped and round in cross-section, 10-15cm long, slightly
indented between seeds.
• Seeds are dark-brown and flattened.

Habitat
• Native to tropical and sub-tropical America, Sicklepod grows in disturbed areas
such as roadsides, drainage channels, and overgrazed pastures, as well as along
rivers and floodplains, often in dense thickets.
• Seed production is heavy and seeds remain viable in the soil for 8-10 years.

Declaration
This species is a declared plant. For further information on declaration status
refer to the NR&M Pest Fact series.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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South-east Asian wait-a-while
(CAESALPINIACEAE) Caesalpinia decapetala
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South-east Asian wait-a-while
Caesalpinia decapetala
Description
• Robust, thorny evergreen shrub 2-4 m or a climber to 20 m, often forming
dense thickets.
• Bark rough at base and smoother cream-green above.
• Stems prickly, densely minutely golden-hairy.
• Dark-green leaves, paler beneath, bipinnate, up to 300 mm long, leaflets small
7-18 mm long arranged in pairs along a prickly rachis.
• Flowers white to pale yellow in elongated, erect clusters 10 - 35 cm long.
• Brown woody pods, flattened, unsegmented, smooth, with a prominent
thorn-like beak.

Habitat
• Native of India and SE Asia, this plant has the capacity to invade forest margins
and gaps, roadsides and watercourses to form impenetrable thickets.

Declaration
Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Sweet prayer plant

(MARANTACEAE)

Thaumatococcus danielii
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Sweet prayer plant
Thaumatococcus danielii
Description
• Perennial shrub to 2 m.
• Large dark-green oval leaves to 45 cm long.
• Pale purple flower on short (15 cm) basal spikes.
• Reddish fruits.

Habitat
• A native to forest clearings in Ghana, Sweet prayer plant was originally imported
for the production of a natural sweetener - the flesh of the fruit is 2000 times
sweeter than sugar.
• Now a weed of tropical rainforest margins and creek lines near gardens.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Wild tobacco

(SOLANACEAE)

Solanum mauritianum
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Wild tobacco
Solanum mauritianum
Description
• A large spreading shrub or small tree that grows to 3-4 m with branched stems,
all parts covered with whitish, felty hairs.
• Leaves are lance-shaped, up to 30 cm long and 10 cm wide, yellowish-green
above, paler beneath and covered with dense felty hairs, tapered at both ends,
with short, thick stalks and two stipules at the leaf base.
• Flowers lavender-blue, in compact clusters at the ends of the branches,
on felty stalks
• Clustered fruits are hairy, yellow balls to 12 mm long when ripe, containing many
small seeds (150-200 seeds per fruit).

Habitat
• Originating in Argentina, Wild tobacco is a weed of almost any open situation.
It is tolerant of various soils and moderate shade, and often forms dense stands
suppressing growth of other species.

Declaration
Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Yellow allamanda or Golden trumpet vine
(APOCYNACEAE) Allamanda cathartica
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Yellow allamanda
or Golden trumpet vine Allamanda cathartica
Description
• Vigorous climbing shrub to 10 m.
• Smooth red stems bleed milky sap if cut.
• Glossy, dark-green, leathery, lance-shaped leaves in whorls of 3-4 up the stem,
8-15 cm long x 4-5 cm wide.
• Bright yellow trumpet flowers consisting of 5 overlapping petals, 6-10 cm across,
in clusters at the ends of stems.

Habitat
• Native to South America, Allamanda was introduced to the region as an
ornamental. It invades well-drained soils on the fringes of rainforests, and
paperbark swamps.
• A sterile variety of dwarf Allamanda is now being planted in landscapes
throughout the region. It is thought that this variety poses no threat to our
natural environment.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Annual ragweed

(ASTERACEAE)

Ambrosia artemisiifolia
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Annual ragweed
Ambrosia artemisiifolia
Description
• Erect annual herb, 50 - 200 cm high.
• Erect stem, brownish-green, hairy, much-branched.
• Fern-like leaves, 2-3 cm long, deeply cut into narrow lobes, soft hairs on the
underside, pale to dull-green.
• Male flowers small, tubular, cream to greenish, in spikes of up to 100 florets
to 20 cm long at the ends of stems and branches. Female flowers lacking petals
born singly in upper leaf axils.
• Seeds light-brown, 3-5 mm long, with awl-shaped beak and a ring of short
(1 mm) spines.
• Plants die in late Autumn – early Winter.

Habitat
• Native to North America, this plant colonises bare areas along roadsides
and watercourse banks, and may invade degraded pasture.
• Common in overgrazed horse paddocks.
• Male flowers shed enormous quantities of pollen which causes allergies
such as hay fever.

Declaration
This species is a declared plant. For further information about declaration status,
please refer to the NR&M Pest Fact series.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Brillantaisia

(ACANTHACEAE)

Brillantaisia lamium
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Brillantaisia
Brillantaisia lamium
Description
• Small shrub 20 cm to 2 m in height.
• Hairy stems square in cross-section.
• Purple (sometimes white) pea-like flowers.
• Leaves heart-shaped, arranged in opposite pairs along stem.
• Seeds produced in long cigar-shaped pods.

Habitat
• Native to west and central Africa, Brillantaisia invades moist areas,
especially creek banks, farmland and roadsides where original native
vegetation has been disturbed.
• Thrives in full sun as well as partial shade, provided the soil is moist.
• Spreads from seeds and broken fragments of stems.
• Prefers damp habitats.

Declaration
Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
71

Calopo

(FABACEAE)

Calopogonium mucunoides
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Calopo
Calopogonium mucunoides
Description
• An annual creeping twiner with stems covered in brownish hairs.
• Trifoliate leaves, 3-6 cm long, leaflets rounded and densely hairy.
• Pea-shaped flowers are pale bluish-purple with yellow-green centres in clusters
on stalks arising in leaf axils.
• Densely hairy pods are brown, narrow, flattened, constricted between the seeds
and about 15 cm long. Each contains 5-7 brown or yellow seeds.

Habitat
• Native to tropical America, Calopo was introduced as a pasture legume
but has low palatability. It is an aggressive creeper that can smother supporting
vegetation, including cane, and is now a widespread weed of cane fields,
roadside banks, edges of rainforest and other disturbed areas.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Centro

(FABACEAE)

Centrosema pubescens
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Centro
Centrosema pubescens
Description
• A vigorous twining perennial herb, Centro forms a tangled mat about 50 cm deep
or grows up shrubs to 3 m or more.
• Dark green leaves are trifoliate, leaflets about 2 cm long x 1–1.5 cm wide and
covered with fine downy hairs.
• Large mauve pea flowers in groups of one to several at the end of slender stalks
from the leaf axils.
• Pods are long (7.5 – 15 cm), flat and brown when ripe, holding up to 20
brownish-red seeds with black streaks.

Habitat
• Native to South America, Centro is now an established pasture plant and a
widespread weed of cane fields, roadside banks and other disturbed areas.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Clitoria

(FABACEAE)

Clitoria laurifolia
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Clitoria
Clitoria laurifolia
Description
• Perennial forb / climber with slender twining stems to 2 m long with a thick woody
rootstock. Young growth has silky hairs.
• Dark green trifoliate leaves with oval, blunt leaflets (8 x 4 cm), very fine hairs
on underside of leaflets.
• Purple to nearly white pea-shaped flowers, 3-3.5 cm long, in clusters in the leaf
axil with only a couple open at any one time.
• Fruit is a slender pod and contains hard seeds.

Habitat
• Native of tropical America.
• In north Queensland, Clitoria has aggressively invaded paperbark swampland,
displacing the natural ground cover. Hard seeds could remain viable in the soil
for around 10 years, germinating after fire.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Erect tar vine

(NYCTAGINACEAE)

Boerhavia erecta
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Erect tar vine
Boerhavia erecta
Description
• Perennial erect branched herb to 1 m tall with strong tap root.
• Green-purplish stem cylindrical, thickened at nodes, often sticky.
• Leaves opposite, though the two leaves of a pair are unequal in size, larger
leaves of pair 10-40 x 5-25 mm, smaller leaves 5-30 x 4-20 mm, broadest near
base and tapering upward, undulating margins, both sides finely short hairy.
• Tiny flowers in heads of 3-9 on stalks in leaf axils and on the ends of stems,
constricted around the middle, green and persistent below, upper parts white
to pink, 5-lobed, funnel-shaped and falling at maturity.
• Thin-walled fruit with 5 strong longitudinal ribs, 3-4 mm long, becoming sticky
when wet.
• Single seed in each fruit is club-shaped and longitudinally ribbed.

Habitat
• A native of tropical and sub-tropical America, Erect tar vine is now widespread
throughout the tropical areas of the world. It has the potential to invade disturbed
forests, foreshores and grasslands, roadsides, pastures and annual crops in FNQ.

Declaration
Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Fringed spider flower

(CAPPARIDACEAE)

Cleome rutidosperma
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Fringed spider flower
Cleome rutidosperma
Description
• Erect branched annual herb 50 cm tall, with angular stems.
• Leaves compound with 3 leaflets on 1.5-5cm long stalks, leaflets broader towards
the base, 2-5 cm long, .5-2.5 cm wide.
• Solitary flowers, 4 petals 9-12 mm long, pink-lavender, in leaf axils.
• Fruit a long, narrow capsule, 5-7 cm long x 4-5 mm wide, when ripe splits in two
scattering many small blackish-brown seeds, 1.8-2 mm diameter, strongly ribbed.

Habitat
• Originally from west tropical Africa, Fringed spider flower invades disturbed
areas, roadsides, cropped and abandoned land.

Declaration
Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Horehound

(LAMIACEAE)

Hyptis suaveolens
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Horehound
Hyptis suaveolens
Description
• Annual, erect herb to 1.5 m with hairy, four-angled stem hairy on upper parts.
• Opposite leaves dull-green, stalked, slightly toothed and heart-shaped - pointed
at the tip and rounded at the base, undersurface is densely hairy. Strong mint
smell when crushed.
• Flowers small, purple-mauve, about 5 mm long and usually arranged in clusters
in the forks of the upper leaves of the plant.
• Fruit is a lobed two-sectioned burr, each with two small, dark-brown,
shield-shaped seeds.

Habitat
• Hyptis is a native to tropical South America and is extensively naturalised in
Northern Queensland. It is common along roadsides, in cultivated paddocks
and in overgrazed areas. However, it is not a weed of rainforest interiors
as it requires light to germinate.
• Generally dies off in winter.

Declaration
Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Knobweed

(LAMIACEAE)

Hyptis capitata
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Knobweed
Hyptis capitata
Description
• An erect aromatic robust herb with several quadrangular branching stems
60-250 cm high.
• Leaves are bright green, opposite and widely spaced on stems, up to 12 cm long,
5 cm wide, tapering at both ends, margins irregularly toothed.
• Small white flowers in compact globular heads about 1.5 cm diameter on stalks
to 5 cm long in leaf axils.
• Fruit is a 4-lobed capsule dividing into 4 seed-like nutlets, which when ripe,
rattle when the plant is shaken.

Habitat
• A native of Central America, this plant grows in disturbed areas in full sunlight on
heavy soils retaining above average moisture. It usually occurs as a common
weed of roadsides, creekbanks, cultivated headlands and run-down pastures.

Declaration
Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Mother-in-law’s tongue

(AGAVACEAE)

Sansevieria trifasciata
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Mother-in-law’s tongue
Sansevieria trifasciata
Description
• Upright succulent herb or forb that grows to 60 cm.
• From the fleshy rhizome emerge stiff, lance-shaped leaves, 0.6 m to 1.2 m long,
dark-green with mottling of grey-green and yellow throughout.
• Small, cream to green, tubular flowers are carried on a spike.

Habitat
• Native to Nigeria, this plant prefers well-drained soils in shady areas, but will
tolerate dry periods. Prevents regeneration of native plants in bushland.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Parthenium

(ASTERACEAE)

Parthenium hysterophorus
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Parthenium
Parthenium hysterophorus
Description
• Annual herb to 2 m tall with a deep taproot.
• Erect stems become woody and develops many branches with age.
• Leaves are pale green, deeply divided and lobed, covered with fine soft hairs.
• Flowers are small creamy white about 4 mm across, in branched clusters in leaf
axils at the top of the plant.

Habitat
• Native of Central America, Parthenium is a vigorous species that colonises poorly
maintained pastures and areas of sparse vegetation cover. Grows in most soil
types but becomes dominant in alkaline, clay loams, particularly where the soil
has been exposed by overgrazing.
• Can cause health problems (eg, dermatitis) due to the plant’s allergenic
properties. Reported also to be toxic to stock.

Declaration
This species is a declared plant in Queensland and is listed as a Weed of
National Significance. For further information on declaration status, refer
to the NR&M Pest Fact series.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Peacock fern

(SELAGINELLACEAE)

Selaginella willdenovii
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Peacock fern
Selaginella willdenovii
Description
• Robust, evergreen, perennial spike moss with rhizome, stems often climbing
up to 6 m. Produces rhizophores (specialised stem parts which form roots)
along the nodes of the rhizome.
• Branches from the base, light brown stems supported by stiff stilt roots.
• Spreading fronds blue-green or bronze-green with a metallic hue, numerous,
scale like and in ranks up the stem.

Habitat
• A native of South-east Asia, this plant is a relative of the ferns and is moss-like in
appearance. It was introduced to Queensland as an ornamental for its beautiful
foliage. It thrives in shady, moist conditions where it can form dense thickets
extending into the forest canopy in areas near gardens from which it escapes.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Persian shield

(ACANTHACEAE)

Strobilanthes dyerianus
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Persian shield
Strobilanthes dyerianus
Description
• Evergreen, soft-stemmed forb to 1.2 m. Stems are square in cross-section.
• Lance-shaped attractive leaves to 20 cm long, toothed margins, iridescent leaves
of purple-silver and green with purple underside.
• Lavender-blue funnel-shaped flowers to 30 mm long in short spikes.

Habitat
• Native to Burma, Persian shield was introduced to Queensland as a garden plant.
It invades the understorey of rainforest margins and creek lines.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Praxelis

(ASTERACEAE)

Praxelis clematidea
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Praxelis
Praxelis clematidea
Description
• An annual to short-lived perennial herb, usually 40-80 cm tall, but can grow
to 1 m. Brittle hairy stems.
• Opposite leaves roundly triangular with an acute apex, hairy and toothed along
edges. Unpleasant smell when crushed.
• Flowers lilac-blue in clusters at the ends of stems.
• Each plant produces hundreds of small black seeds.

Habitat
• Native to South America, this plant spreads rapidly along roadsides, and invades
pastures and native vegetation.

Declaration
Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Puero

or Tropical kudzu (FABACEAE)

Pueraria phaseoloides
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Puero or Tropical kudzu
Pueraria phaseoloides
Description
• Aggressive, perennial, climbing, leguminous forb with slender stems 2-10 m long
and rusty hairy. Tuberous roots.
• Purple pea flowers with white margins in clusters on an elongated inflorescence
15-30 cm long.
• Pods dark grey, linear, 5-10 cm long, with soft hairs, containing 14-20 brown,
barrel-shaped seeds.

Habitat
• Introduced as a pasture legume, Puero has naturalised along roadsides and moist,
disturbed areas.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Red Christmas pride

(ACANTHACEAE)

Ruellia graecizans (syn. Stephanophysum longifolium)
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Red Christmas pride
Ruellia graecizans
(syn. Stephanophysum longifolium)
Description
• Wiry sub-shrub, 60 cm high, dense, bushy, spreading habit.
• Opposite leaves to 12 cm long, becoming smaller towards the top
of the plant, glossy green, narrowly oval, hairless.
• Bright red swollen tubular flowers streaked yellow inside, in small clusters on long
stalks in leaf axils, petals to 3 cm long.

Habitat
• Native to South America, Red Christmas pride was introduced to this region as an
ornamental. Shade loving, it invades disturbed areas of rainforest, and creek
banks.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Red ivy or Aluminium plant

(ACANTHACEAE)

Hemigraphis colorata
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Red ivy

or Aluminium plant

Hemigraphis colorata
Description
• Prostrate, creeping perennial ground cover.
• Heart-shaped or oblong, deeply puckered, metallic purplish-grey leaves with wine
red undersides and stems.
• White flowers in terminal heads.
• Pollen thought to be sterile, fruit never produced.

Habitat
• Native to South-east Asia, this creeper was introduced as an ornamental ground
cover, and is also used in aquaria. It is a member of the Acanthaceae family
which has a large number of species with “weedy” characteristics. It is shade
tolerant and invades rainforest edges.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Singapore daisy

(ASTERACEAE)

Sphagneticola trilobata
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Singapore daisy
Sphagneticola trilobata
Description
• Vigorous spreading creeper with pinkish hairy stems to 2 m long, roots develop
at leaf nodes to form dense mats.
• Leaves bright green, glossy appearance, lance-shaped, usually 3-lobed with
toothed edges, arranged in pairs along the stem.
• Bright yellow-orange, daisy-like flowers up to 3 cm in diameter.

Habitat
• Native to central America, this plant is widely used by gardeners as a soil
stabilizer or ground cover. It invades native vegetation, creek banks, and
disturbed areas.
• Prefers sandy or well-drained soils in coastal areas.
• Intolerant of deep shade, and needs ample moisture.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Siratro

(FABACEAE)

Macroptilium atropurpureum
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Siratro
Macroptilium atropurpureum
Description
• Twining and scrambling perennial herb, stems covered in fine white downy hairs.
• Hairy alternate trifoliate leaves, dark green above, paler beneath. Leaflets are
6 cm long, pointed at the tip, one or two lobed and rounded to heart-shaped at
the base on a leaf stalk up to 8cm long.
• Dark purple-black, pea-like flowers about 1 cm long clustered at the ends
of flower stalks.
• Pods straight, narrow, up to 9 cm long and 4 mm wide, with 12-15 pitted oblong
brown black-spotted seeds (4 mm long).

Habitat
• Introduced from tropical America as a pasture legume, Siratro roots readily
at nodes, especially in high rainfall coastal areas. It is capable of forming
a dense mat over cane and disturbed or recently revegetated areas, and
is common along fencelines and on stream banks.

Declaration
Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Snakeweeds

(VERBENACEAE)

1. Stachytarpheta cayennensis (Dark-blue snakeweed) 2. Stachytarpheta
jamaicensis (Light-blue snakeweed) 3. Stachytarpheta mutabilis (Pink snakeweed)
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Snakeweeds
1. Stachytarpheta cayennensis (Dark-blue snakeweed)
2. Stachytarpheta jamaicensis (Light-blue snakeweed)
3. Stachytarpheta mutabilis (Pink snakeweed)

Description
• Clump-forming, perennial wiry shrubs to 0.5 – 1.5 m high with tough stems and a woody rootstock.
• Young stems somewhat quadrangular.
• Leaves opposite, oval and tapering at the base into a winged stalk 1 – 3 cm long, tips bluntly pointed or
rounded, prominently-veined and shallowly toothed.
• Flowers varying from blue, to white and pink, 5 petalled on a slender tube, in stiff curved spikes from
the top of the branches.
1. Plant slightly hairy, leaves soft, leaf tips pointed, margins strongly toothed, flowers dark-blue to purple.
2. Leaves leathery, smooth and hairless, tips rounded, margins finely toothed, flowers pale blue to purple.
3. Plants densely velvety to hairy, flowers pink to red.

Habitat
• Snakeweeds are native to tropical and subtropical America. They invade disturbed areas e.g. creek lines and
roadsides, and rainforests where soil has been disturbed by pigs. Invades disturbed or overgrazed pastures.

Declaration
Currently not declared, although their control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
107

Spiny emex or Goathead

(POLYGONACEAE)

Emex australis

108

A

Spiny emex or Goathead
Emex australis
Description
• Vigorous annual with a thick tap root.
• Leaves form a rosette in early growth, prostrate stems grow from the centre
of the rosette and branch along the ground.
• Flowers are inconspicuous.
• Fruits are distinctive, forming clusters of spiny butts in the forks of the leaves.
• Burrs are woody to 7 mm long, triangular in cross-section, with 3 rigid spines.

Habitat
• Native to South Africa, Spiny emex is now widespread in Queensland. It occurs in
disturbed sites such as cultivated paddocks, stock watering points, around
buildings and along roadsides and waste places.
• One spine is always pointing vertically, ensuring transportation and spread by
animals, including humans, and vehicles.

Declaration
This species is a declared plant. For further information on declaration status
refer to the NR&M Pest Fact series.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Tobacco weed

(ASTERACEAE)

Elephantopus mollis
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Tobacco weed
Elephantopus mollis
Description
• Slender, fast growing herb, 30-150 cm, with an erect stem and fibrous root system.
• Oblong or oval-shaped leaves (10-20 cm long and 2-5 cm wide) mostly towards
the base of the plant, upper surface rough with fine hairs, undersurface densely
haired and resinous, leaf stalks are winged.
• Seedlings grow as a rosette of leaves.
• Small (about 4mm long), white flowers (rarely, pink) in clusters at the tips
of the stem and branches.
• Many dry fruits each with 3 mm long brown to grayish-black seed, with 5 fine,
straight, white, bristle-like hairs.

Habitat
• Native to the West Indies and tropical America, this plant prefers fertile soils
and moderate to high rainfall (1,400mm/year). Invades rainforest edges,
and dominates healthy, thick pastures.
• The detachable fine white hairs on the seed may cause skin irritation.

Declaration
This species is a declared weed. For further information on declaration status
refer to the NR&M Pest Fact series.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Wandering jew

(COMMELINACEAE)

Tradescantia albiflora (syn. Tradescantia fluminensis)
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Wandering jew
Tradescantia albiflora (syn. Tradescantia fluminensis)
Description
• Hairless trailing perennial herb with succulent stems, roots freely at nodes.
• Alternate leaves, parallel-veined, glossy-green, sometimes tinged with purple
below, 5 cm long, without a distinct stalk.
• Flowers white, in small clusters at stem tips.
• Fruits small 3-piece capsules, seeds small, black, pitted.

Habitat
• Native of South America, Wandering jew was introduced as a garden ground
cover. It is intolerant of sun, preferring moist shaded conditions in which it forms a
dense ground cover up to 75 cm deep in overlapping stems.
• Succulent stems break very easily, and fragments wash downstream successfully
spreading the plant. Dumped garden refuse is often the source of infestations.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Wandering jew

(COMMELINACEAE)

Tradescantia zebrina (syn. Zebrina pendula)
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Wandering jew
Tradescantia zebrina (syn. Zebrina pendula)
Description
• Creeping and pendulous succulent herb, rooting readily at nodes.
• Watery stems, striped leaves and flower bracts tinged with purple-red.
• Oval alternate leaves, usually with 3 darker, broad, longitudinal stripes on upper
side and reddish-purple beneath, 3-6 cm long.
• Star-shaped flowers with 3 delicate pink petals (10 mm long).
• Lacks seed.

Habitat
• Native of South America, Wandering jew was introduced as a garden ground
cover. Succulent stems break very easily, and fragments wash downstream.
Dumped garden refuse is often the source of infestations.
• Preferring moist shaded well-drained conditions, it invades creek banks and
rainforest edges forming extensive carpets which obliterate all native ground
covering plants and prevents regrowth.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Balsam pear

(CURCUBITACEAE)

Momordica charantia
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Balsam pear
Momordica charantia
Description
• Slender stemmed, twining-climbing annual vine with tendrils. Lives about three
months and has a strong, unpleasant smell.
• Soft, mid-green leaves deeply divided into 5 to 7 shallowly scalloped lobes,
up to 15 cm across, stalked.
• Yellow flowers with 5 petals, about 2 cm across, in leaf axils, each with a small,
green, leaf-like bract on the flower stalk.
• Fruit orange-yellow when ripe, 10-20 cm long, ridged and covered with blunt
warts. On maturity it bursts lengthwise and curls back to expose the edible
scarlet flesh around its many black seeds.

Habitat
• Balsam pear is a native of Malaysia and its cooked fruit is popular with Malayans
and Chinese. It is now widespread in northern Queensland and vigorously
competes with crops and native plants on the fringes of rainforest.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Black-eyed Susan

(ACANTHACEAE)

Thunbergia alata
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Black-eyed Susan
Thunbergia alata
Description
• Vigorous, hardy, evergreen vine.
• Stem slender, twining.
• Opposite leaves 4-8 cm long, light-green, roughly triangular, heart-shaped at the
base, pointed at tip, sometimes coarsely toothed, on winged petioles 4-8 cm long.
• Masses of scented orange or yellow tubular flowers with black or purple throats,
to 5 cm wide and 4 cm long.
• Fruit a capsule about 1 cm wide with warty, ribbed seeds.

Habitat
• Native to tropical Africa, Black-eyed Susan is sold as a garden plant for
its attractive, scented flowers.
• Spreads into disturbed native vegetation and cleared areas, smothering
vegetation.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Elephant ear vine

(CONVOLVULACEAE)

Argyreia nervosa
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Elephant ear vine
Argyreia nervosa
Description
• Robust climber with woody stems, overtops trees to 10 m high.
• Dense white downy hairs on young stems and leaf undersides.
• Leaves heart-shaped, up to 25 cm wide, with prominent venation.
• Flowers in clusters, lavender to pink (the throat darker), trumpet-shaped,
5 cm across.
• Fruit are berries.

Habitat
• Native to Burma and India, this plant is commonly cultivated in home gardens.
It is an aggressive invader of rainforest and other tropical forest communities.

Declaration
Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Glycine

(FABACEAE)

Neonotonia wightii
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Glycine
Neonotonia wightii
Description
• Slender creeping, twining, climbing and viney perennial legume to 4 and 5 m long, forming
dense clumps.
• Woody stem base and hairy, four-angled, green upper stems.
• Alternate compound leaves of three egg-shaped leaflets pointed at the tip and covered with
soft velvety hairs, dull-green above and whitish-green below. Pair of small hairy rabbit’s
ear-like stipules at the base of each leaf stalk.
• White pea-like flowers, about 5 mm long, in spike-like heads to 20 cm long.
• Narrow oblong dark-brown pods, 1.5-3.5 cm long, with dense, fine, rust-coloured hairs.
• Seeds dark reddish brown, rectangular, with a white aril, 4-7 seeds per pod.

Habitat
• A vigorous, leguminous vine from Central and South America and the West Indies, Glycine
was introduced as a pasture plant. It proliferates when not grazed to infest extensive areas
of open land and rainforest margins where it smothers grasses and low vegetation.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector
or your NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Mikania vine

(COMPOSITAE)

Mikania micrantha
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Mikania vine
Mikania micrantha
Description
• Much branched, slender-stemmed, twining perennial vine.
• Leaves in opposite pairs, heart-shaped or triangular with an acute tip
and broad base, 4-13 cm long.
• Flower heads in groups of 40-50, each head containing four white, creamy white
or greenish flowers, 2.5-3 mm long.
• Many small, flat, black linear-oblong seeds each with a tuft of white bristles for
wind dispersal.

Habitat
• A native of Central and South America, Mikania is a vigourous and rampant
creeper and climber and can become a serious environmental weed and a major
pest of crops and pastures.
• Colonises gaps in forests, and reaches and smothers the canopy of small trees.
Roots establish from any stem node that touches the ground, and seeds can be
dispersed widely by wind.
• Single plant may cover over 25 sq.m within a few months, and release 40,000
viable seeds per year.

Declaration
This species is a declared weed. For further information on declaration status,
refer to the NR&M Pest Fact series.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector
or your NR&M Land Protection Officer.

125

Morning glory

(CONVOLVULACEAE)

Ipomoea spp.
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Morning glory
Ipomoea spp.
Description
• Climbing, twining annual and perennial vines.
• Leaves are alternate, often heart-shaped and 3-lobed.
• Showy funnel-shaped flowers are short-lived (overnight), whither by midday
when the sun is hot, and bloom in succession and prolifically in the leaf axils.
• Fruit are round papery capsules.
• 4-6 dark brown seeds per capsule.

Habitat
• Native to tropical areas around the world, Morning glorys were introduced to
Queensland as ornamentals. The plants produce large quantities of seed which
germinate easily. They invade roadsides and disused land and smother or shade
out native vegetation.

Declaration
These species are listed as Undesirable Plants in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although their control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Passionfruits

(PASSIFLORACEAE)

Passiflora spp. (introduced)
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Passionfruits
Passiflora spp. (introduced)
Description
• Vigorous perennial, evergreen vines, shallow rooted, woody, climb by means
of tendrils.
• Leaves are alternate, usually deeply 3-lobed when mature, and sometimes finely
toothed. They are deep green and glossy above, paler and dull beneath.
• Distinctive fragrant flowers range from white through pink to purple-red, 5-petals,
5 stamen and 5 sepals, 5–8 cm wide, carried singly in the leaf forks.
• Oblong to almost round fruit has a tough waxy rind which ranges from
purple-black to pale yellow depending on species. Fruits contain numerous
small black wedge-shaped seeds that are individually surrounded by orangecoloured juice sacs.

Habitat
• Primarily native to South America, exotic passionfruits were imported for their
ornamental flowers and pulpy fruit. Some species are aggressive climbers and
invade rainforest. There are some species of passionfruit native to Australia.

Declaration
These species are listed as Undesirable Plants in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although their control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Rubber vine

(ASCLEPIADACEAE)

Cyptostegia grandiflora
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Rubber vine
Cyptostegia grandiflora
Description
• Robust woody perennial climbing shrub, growing to 2 m unsupported or
scrambling up to 15 m in trees.
• Stems, leaves and seedpods have a milky sap.
• Leaves are glossy, dark green, smooth and thick, 5-10 cm long, in opposite pairs.
• Large, attractive, pink to white flowers, bell-shaped with five petals.
• Fat seedpods 10-12 cm long, rigid, in pairs at right angles to the end the stalk.
Each pod contains up to 250 seeds.
• Numerous seeds have tufts of long, white, silky hairs at the tip.

Habitat
• Native to Madagascar, this species was introduced as an ornamental and is now
widely distributed throughout dry tropical and sub-tropical Queensland.
• Invades creek and river systems, and adjacent hillsides and pastures.

Declaration
This species is a declared plant in Queensland and listed as a Weed of National
Significance. For further information on declaration status, refer to the NR&M
Pest Fact series.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Thunbergia or Blue/White trumpet vines (ACANTHACEAE)
Thunbergia grandiflora and Thunbergia laurifolia
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Thunbergia or Blue/White trumpet vines
Thunbergia grandiflora and Thunbergia laurifolia
Description
• Perennial vines twining to 15 m with numerous tuberous roots and large lignotubers.
• Branches are 4-angled, often grooved longitudinally.
• Leaves green, opposite, triangular with scalloped or lobed edges and narrowing
to a pointed tip, 15 cm long, 10 cm wide.
• Large, trumpet-shaped flowers, white on the outside, yellowish inside, expanding
to five rounded pale lavender-blue or white petals, one larger than the others,
8 cm long and 6-8 cm across.
• Seedpod is inconspicuous, cone-shaped, 3-5 cm long.
• Seed flat, 1 cm long, covered with brown scales.

Habitat
• Natives of India, these vines were introduced to the region as ornamentals. They invade
lowland rainforest and river systems, and smother, strangle and kill native plants.
Often the weight of the foliage pulls down mature trees. They also infest cleared land.
• Most reproduction in North Queensland is vegetative. Thunbergia grows readily from its
tuberous roots and spreads over long distances when flooding transports tuber fragments .

Declaration
These species are declared plants and are also listed as Undesirable Plants in the Wet Tropics World
Heritage Area. For further information about declaration status, refer to the NR&M Pest Fact series.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Turbina

(COMMELINACEAE)

Turbina corymbosa
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Turbina
Turbina corymbosa
Description
• Scrambling liana to 8 m or more high. Stems of new growth are smooth, green, cylindrical
and hairless. Stems of second year growth are thicker, pale grey and roughly cylindrical.
Older stems are woody, deeply fissured and rope-like (up to 13 cm diameter).
• Leaves oval, heart-shape at base with pointed tip, 3-10 cm long, occur singly along the
stem. Both sides of leaf are bright green and hairless, apart from short white hairs on the
lower surface along the main veins.
• Many-branched flowerheads in the axils of leaves of the current year’s growth.
White petals form an open bell shape with a five-rayed, dark brown to purple centre,
2-3 cm long, fragrant. Flowers open in morning and close in evening.
• Fruit is a beaked capsule, 8-10 mm long, dry and papery, persisting on thin dead stems.
• Seeds dull yellow-brown, very finely hairy.

Habitat
• A native of tropical America, Turbina can totally blanket vegetation and is a serious
threat to rainforest margins.
• Dried fruits and seeds float readily in water and have a high level of dormancy.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Aleman grass

(POACEAE)

Echinochloa polystachya
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Aleman grass
Echinochloa polystachya
Description
• An aquatic or semi-aquatic perennial grass,1-2.5 m high.
• Stems coarse, thick in the lower parts, arising from long runners that
develop roots.
• Leaves flat, smooth, tapering towards apex, 20-60 cm long, 1-1.5 cm wide,
with rough edges.
• Flower head is 15-25 cm long.

Habitat
• A native of tropical and sub-tropical America, this grass was introduced to
Queensland as a ponded pasture. It has now invaded seasonally flooded areas,
swamps, lakeshores and along rivers.
• Grows in water to 1 m deep.
• Most reproduction is vegetative as seed production is poor.

Declaration
Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Bamboo - running

(POACEAE)

Phyllostachys spp., Bambusa spp.
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Bamboo - running
Phyllostachys spp., Bambusa spp.
Description
• Perennial tall woody grasses, hollow canes with nodes at intervals,
varying heights (2-15 m).
• Alternate leaves thick, grass-like.
• Flowers usually insignificant on slender arching panicles.
• Shoots from buds of underground stems (rhizomes) which spread and produce new
canes either slowly (clumping bamboos) or rapidly (running bamboos). The former
(eg Bambusa spp.) are less invasive of native vegetation and gardens than the latter
(eg Phyllostachys spp) in which rhizomes may grow as far as 1 m from the parent
plant in the first year, the rate of growth increasing each year afterwards.

Habitat
• Native to tropical and sub-tropical Asia, bamboos were introduced as an
ornamental, and are often used as shelter belts or for erosion control.
• Dense stands of bamboo grow to the total exclusion of other vegetation.

Declaration
These species are listed as Undesirable Plants in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although their control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Elephant grass

(POACEAE)

Pennisetum purpureum
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Elephant grass
Pennisetum purpureum
Description
• A tall, robust, perennial grass which forms bamboo-like densely tufted clumps
with underground runners.
• Stems are branching and grow to 4 m.
• Flat, pale green leaves with a prominent mid-rib grow up to 1 m long and 3 cm
wide, tapering to a fine point, margins rough-edged and sharp.
• Flower heads are yellow to purple dense cylindrical spikes 8 to 30 cm long and
2.5 cm wide.

Habitat
• Elephant Grass is native to tropical Africa. Originally introduced as a pasture
grass, it has naturalised in wet areas along creeks and roadsides, forming very
dense stands which excludes establishment of other vegetation.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Giant rat’s tail grass

(POACEAE)

Sporobolus pyramidalis and S. natalensis
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Giant rat’s tail grass
Sporobolus pyramidalis and S. natalensis
Description
• Robust, tufted perennial grasses to 1.7 m tall.
• Stems tough and wiry and almost impossible to slash.
• Developing flower heads change from a ‘rat’s tail’ spike when young, to a
pyramid shape when flowering.
• Narrow seedheads can be up to 55 cm long and 3 cm wide, grey-green.

Habitat
• Originally from East Africa, Giant rat’s tail grasses probably arrived here as a
contaminant of pasture seed. They are aggressive, difficult to control and have
low palatibilty when mature. They quickly outcompete desirable pasture species
and set large quantities of seed which remain viable in the soil for up to 10 years.
• Grow on a wide range of soils from freely-drained to saturated soils of wetland
margins; favouring areas of soil disturbance such as ploughed land.

Declaration
These species are declared weeds. For further information about declaration
status, refer to the NR&M Pest Fact series.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Grader grass

(POACEAE)

Themeda quadrivalvis
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Grader grass
Themeda quadrivalvis
Description
• A tall, erect, tufted annual grass, 1-2 m high, growing in dense patches.
Mature plants golden to orange-tan.
• Robust, hairless, caney stems.
• Leaves narrow, up to 30 cm long, well spaced along the stem, brown
when mature.
• Seedheads long and branched, interspersed with short leaves, drooping
when mature.

Habitat
• Native to India, Grader grass was introduced as a pasture seed contaminant.
It rapidly colonises roadsides following disturbance from grading, hence the
common name.
• Prominent along roadsides, in pastures and disturbed areas.

Declaration
Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Guinea grass

(POACEAE)

Panicum maximum
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Guinea grass
Panicum maximum
Description
• A tall, leafy, robust and clump-forming perennial grass to 3 m.
• Long leaves, up to 2 cm wide, finely pointed with a prominent keeled mid-rib.
The leaf sheaths vary from hairy to hairless and are often densely bearded
at the junction with the blade.
• Flower heads are large and diffuse with many branches, often in whorls
on the main stem.
• Seedheads are up to 50 cm long with their lower branches up to 30 cm long.
Spikelets are carried on secondary and tertiary branches.
• Seeds are oblong, about 3mm long and 1.5 mm wide, purple and hairless.

Habitat
• Guinea Grass was introduced from Africa as a tropical pasture grass and is now
widespread along roadsides, disturbed areas and rainforest margins. It is difficult
to control once established.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is highly recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Molasses grass

(POACEAE)

Melinis minutiflora
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Molasses grass
Melinis minutiflora
Description
• A tufted perennial grass with stems to 1 m from a tangled mat near the ground.
Shallow rooted.
• Leaves are 5-15 cm long and up to 1 cm wide, tapering from the base to a point.
The foliage is covered with dense hairs which have a distinct molasses-like smell
and are sticky to the touch.
• Flower heads are clustered branches of spikes which mature into a pyramid shape.
Purple spikelets are carried on the ends of the primary or secondary branches of
the flowerhead.

Habitat
• A native of tropical Africa, Molasses Grass was introduced as a pasture grass.
It is now widely naturalised in North Queensland along roadsides, hillslopes and on
the banks of creeks and swamps. Grows well on poor, sandy soils and clay loams.
Forms dense mats which can outcompete native species and prevent seedling
regeneration. It can also carry very hot fires which damage the rainforest edge
causing the latter to recede and promoting this plant’s own rapid expansion.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Navua sedge

(CYPERACEAE)

Cyperus aromaticus
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Description
• Grows in thick grass-like clumps, usually 30-60 cm high.
• Plant has a rhizome and can spread vegetatively.
• Stems are triangular.
• Leaves clustered at base of stem, aromatic when crushed, tufted, with each tuft
carrying a triangular flowering stem.
• Seedhead is knob-like, surrounded by 6 leaf-like bracts, three long (to 12 cm) and
gular
-u24 P
8w
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Para grass

(POACEAE)

Brachiaria mutica
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Para grass
Brachiaria mutica
Description
• A vigorous perennial grass to 2-3 m high.
• Stems stout, trailing, densely hairy, rooting at nodes.
• Leaves and sheaths generally hairy. Leaf blades to 30 cm long.
• Flowering head of several spreading spikes on a single central axis.

Habitat
• Native to tropical America or Africa, this grass spreads vigorously on floodplains,
drainage lines, creek banks and wet, disturbed areas. It can form dense floating
mats, 1-2 m thick over water bodies, destroying riparian vegetation during
flooding. Introduced as a ponded pasture grass, it chokes out native species,
prevents regeneration of more desirable plants and severely impairs the water
carrying ability of streams.
• Reproduces from seed and broken fragments of the stolen.

Declaration
This species is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area. Currently not declared, although its control is recommended.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Alligator weed

(AMARANTHACEAE)

Alternanthera philoxeroides
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Alligator weed
Alternanthera philoxeroides
Description
• Perennial plant to 7 cm tall, grows as a trailing terrestrial or a floating aquatic
herb.
• Dark green leaves in opposite pairs along hollow stems, spear-shaped with
distinct mid-rib and smooth edges, no leaf stalk.
• Small white flowers, papery to touch, carried on short (2-7mm) stalks in leaf axils.
• On land, produces underground stems to a depth of 1 m.
• Forms sprawling interwoven mats to 1 m thick in aquatic situations.

Habitat
• Native to South America, Alligator weed is an extreme threat to freshwater
wetlands and river systems throughout much of Australia.
• Reproduces via fragments of stem dispersed by flowing water, seed is rarely
viable.
• Tolerant of low level salinity.

Declaration
This species is a declared plant in Queensland and listed as a Weed of National
Significance. For further information on declaration status, refer to the NR&M
Pest Fact series.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector
or your NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Cabomba

(CABOMBACEAE)

Cabomba (all species)
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Cabomba
Cabomba (all species)
Description
• Perennial fully submerged aquatic herbs.
• Stems grow beneath the water surface up to 2 m or more long. Much branched
from near the base.
• Submerged, opposite or whorled leaves, finely divided several times to form
fan-shape up to 6 cm across, leaf stalk to 3 cm long.
• Flowers grow above the water surface, colour depends on which of 5 recognised
species is present.

Habitat
• Native to North America, species of Cabomba are aggressive invaders
of freshwater systems, especially if they are nutrient rich, where they displace
native freshwater plants. Generally root in water 1-3 m deep, but can continue
to grow for 6-8 weeks if uprooted.
• Reproduce by stem fragments.
• Escaped aquarium plants.

Declaration
These species are declared weeds in Queensland and Cabomba caroliniana is listed as a Weed of
National Significance. All Cabomba species are listed as Undesirable Plants in the Wet Tropics World
Heritage Area. For further information on declaration status, refer to the NR&M Pest Fact series.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Hymenachne

(POACEAE)

Hymenachne amplexicaulis
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Hymenachne
Hymenachne amplexicaulis
Description
• Robust, perennial deep-water grass, 1-1.5 m high.
• Stems erect or ascending from a prostrate base.
• Leaf blades green, 10-45 cm long, 3-6 cm wide, strongly clasping the stem at the
base, prominent light colored veins, hairy margins.
• Flower heads are dense, spike-like, cylindrical, 20-40 cm long and 8 mm thick,
sometimes branched.

Habitat
• Introduced from South and Central America as a ponded pasture, Hymenachne
invades and chokes out waterways, including drains, lagoons, creeks, wetlands
and the edges of mangroves, where it tends to stagnate water and reduce oxygen
levels, affecting fish populations.
• Grows on moist soil and in water to 1.5 m deep.
• Growth is enhanced by nutrient enrichment and sedimentation.

Declaration
This species is listed as a Weed of National Significance.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Limnocharis or Yellow sawah lettuce
(LIMNOCHARITACEAE) Limnocharis flava
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Limnocharis or Yellow sawah lettuce
Limnocharis flava
Description
• Robust, erect perennial anchored aquatic herb to 1 m high.
• Erect succulent stems and foliage with a milky sap.
• Yellowish-green leaf blades are circular to oval in outline 5-30 cm long x 4-25 cm wide,
developing from the base of the plant, transversely lattice-veined, on long triangular petiole 575 cm long with a sheathed base.
• 5-15 yellow, cup-shaped flowers on long (10-90 cm) stalks arising in leaf axils.
• Fruits made up of many segments, each containing numerous dark-brown, horseshoe-shaped
seeds 1-1.5 mm long with transverse ridges.

Habitat
• Native to South America, Limnocharis was introduced to our region as an ornamental. It is a
prolific seed producer, with individual plants capable of yielding up to 1 million seeds per year.
• Colonises shallow wetland and margins of deeper waterways where it quickly grows to
dominate native aquatic plants. After fruiting, the flower stalk bends down until it reaches water
or mud. Then the fruit segments are shed onto the surface where they float for several days
releasing seeds.

Declaration
This species is a declared plant in Queensland. For further information on declaration
status, refer to the NR&M Pest Fact series.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Salvinia (AZOLLACEAE)
Salvina molesta
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Salvinia
Salvina molesta
Description
• Perennial free-floating aquatic fern.
• Bright green pleated fronds in pairs along the stem, oval, 2 cm wide, upper
surface is covered with long, stiff water repellant hairs, very shortly stalked.
• No flowers or true roots are produced.
• Modified underwater leaves look like roots, are filament-like, trailing in the water
from each pair of leaves.

Habitat
• A native of South America, Salvinia was introduced into Australia as an aquarium
plant.
• Invades slow moving fresh and brackish streams or still water ponds and dams,
displacing native species.
• Prefers high nutrient levels and water temperatures around 20-30 degrees C.
• Forms dense mats clogging water bodies.

Declaration
This species is listed as a Weed of National Significance and an Undesirable
Plant in the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area. It is also declared in Queensland.
For further information about declaration status, refer to the NR&M Pest Fact series.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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Water hyacinth

(PONTEDERIACEAE)

Eichhornia crassipes
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Water hyacinth
Eichhornia crassipes
Description
• An erect or horizontal free-floating, occasionally rooted in shallow water, perennial
water weed to 60 cm high.
• Fibrous, feather-like root system, trailing freely in water and growing up to 1 m long.
• Dark-green, smooth, fleshy leaves in a rosette on bulbous stems.
• Flowers are bluish-purple with 6 petals, the upper one with a yellow blotch in the centre
carried in spikes about 15 cm long on stalks arising from the middle of rosettes.
• Fruit is a narrow 3-celled capsule about 1 to 1.5 cm long, containing up to 300 seeds.

Habitat
• Native to South America, Water hyacinth was introduced to Australia as an aquatic
ornamental. It has a high growth rate and can quickly form thick mats on the water
surface of static or slow flowing fresh water such as dams, streams, lagoons and drains.
• Reproduces by seed, but mainly through the vegetative production of daughter plants
on stolons.

Declaration
This species is a declared weed and is listed as an Undesirable Plant in the Wet
Tropics World Heritage Area. For further information on declaration status,
refer to the NR&M Pest Fact series.
ACTION: For control information contact your local government weed inspector or your
NR&M Land Protection Officer.
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This weed pocket guide is produced by:
Wet Tropics Management Authority,
Department of Natural Resources and Mines,
Hinchinbrook Shire Council,
Cardwell Shire Council,
Johnstone Shire Council,
Eacham Shire Council,
Atherton Shire Council,
Herberton Shire Council,
Cairns City Council, and
Douglas Shire Council
in the interests of ecologically and economically sustainable
land management in Far North Queensland.
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