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Thanks to our Wet Tropics Volunteers!
The Wet Tropics Management Authority has acknowledged the numerous volunteers working in and around the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area as part of International Volunteer Day on 5 December.
“Volunteers play a vital role in the rehabilitation, presentation and management of our Wet Tropics World Heritage Area and are the backbone of community conservation projects in the region,” Wet Tropics executive director Andrew Maclean said.
“Without them, the extra resources required to maintain the World Heritage Area at this high standard would be very substantial – it would be almost impossible to put a dollar amount on the time and resources donated by our volunteers.”

Wet Tropics volunteers come from all walks of life armed with invaluable skills and experience. They work in Wet Tropics visitor centres, plant trees in numerous rehabilitation projects, care for injured wildlife and help with the control of weeds and pests to name a few.

The Wet Tropics Management Authority’s State of the Wet Tropics Report 2011-2012 that recently tabled in the Queensland and Australian Parliaments, focuses on the role of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area in the life of the community. The report says that strong community support for World Heritage values is a stimulus for community action in a wider landscape. 
The report notes that: ‘Land care and revegetation groups, many made up of neighbours and landholders, support conservation in the region through their volunteer work in partnership with government agencies and natural resource management organisations.’
“We would like to take this opportunity, on International Volunteer Day, to pay homage to the many people throughout the Wet Tropics region who donate their time to ensure the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area is preserved for future generations,” Mr Maclean added. 

Volunteer activities in the Wet Tropics

Conservation Volunteers is helping in the fight against Yellow Crazy Ants by monitoring known Crazy Ant infestations and helping to detect any new infestations. 

There are twenty Wet Tropics Visitor Centres throughout the region that could not operate without around 200 volunteers that staff the centres.

Ravenshoe Visitor Centre was recognised by Tourism Tropical North Queensland this year for its ‘outstanding contribution by a volunteer or volunteer group.’ The centre also won a Wet Tropics Cassowary Award in 2006 for its contribution to community conservation.
The Trees for Evelyn and Atherton Tablelands, a community based tree planting group is one of the driving forces of forest rehabilitation on the tablelands.

The Tree Kangaroo and Mammal Group based on the Atherton Tablelands focuses on projects and activities that help conserve the Lumholtz Tree Kangaroo and other mammals that inhabit the region.

The Wet Tropics Management Authority’s Making Connections project has seen around 150 volunteers plant more than 8,000 trees over the last year to ameliorate the predicted effects of climate change on the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area.
The Community for Coastal and Cassowary Conservation (C4) at Mission Beach is one of the leading community groups involved in projects that help save the endangered cassowary. 
Far North Queensland Wildlife Rescue is a group of volunteers dedicated to the preservation of the many species of wildlife found in Tropical North Queensland. 
Wangetti Recovery Group is a group of dedicated volunteers focused on the protection and rehabilitation of the Wangetti Recreation Reserve. Wangetti Beach has seven different forest types and features rare vine forest growing on sand dunes – the only protected habitat of this type in the Wet Tropics.

The Tablelands National Park Volunteers participate in threatened species research, weed programs and conduct nature walks and talks.
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